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Construction
equipment sits on
the field near
Bates House.

GREEKS,
AAAS
TEAM UP
ON COURT
Fraternities, organization
sponsor basketball game
to help March of Dimes
Sierra Holland
THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Fields of

dreams?

Construction sends some student sports clubs off campus
Jeet Guram
THE DAILY GAMECOCK

T

he latest development
i n t he u n i v e r s it y ’s
comprehensive commitment
t o s t u d e nt w e l l n e s s a n d
recreation is encountering
setbacks.
In June 2004, the Board
of Tr u stee s sa nc t ioned a
$3.2 million project “for the
restoration and development
of intramural fields.” Several
months later, an additional
$3.1 million was added to the
project’s budget.
The project involves the

construction of three fields
(regulation-sized for either
soccer or football) at the Strom
T hu r mond Wel l ne s s a nd
Fitness Center and substantial
i mprovement s , i nclud i ng
new irrigation and drainage
systems, to two existing fields
at the Blatt Physical Education
Center.
A fourth, general-use field
will be added at the Strom
but not incorporated into the
new complex. Club sports will
be relocated from existing
Blatt fields to the new Strom
FIELDS ● A4
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WORKING FOR YOU

SG reconvenes to tackle campus conundrums
Senate reviews safety, readership program
Drew Brooks
STAFF WRITER

Claire Hughes / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Student Government Vice President Ryan Holt speaks Wednesday
in the Russell House during the first SG meeting of the school year.

side
in

The Mars Volta’s latest album,
“Amputechturi,” is put to the
test in The Mix.

A7

The fall semester is in f ull
swing — and so is USC’s Student
Government.
The Senate met for the first
time Wednesday to rehash the
summer and bring new initiatives
to the table.
During the summer, Student
G over n ment pr i nted a rou nd
40,000 copies of a safety guide
t hat i ncluded a ca mpus map
showing t he locat ions of call
boxes.
The USA Today readership
program received permanent
funding, and newspaper boxes
will be installed on other areas of
campus.

Syvelle Newton is back and
looking to lead Carolina to an
opening-game win.

Senators were also given updates
on the grade forgiveness program,
wh ich is c u r rent ly awa it i ng
Faculty Senate approval.
The foc us of t he meet i ng,
however, quickly shifted to the
current semester.
St udent leaders, i nclud i ng
President Pro Tempore of the
Senate Chase Stoudenmire, a
third-year history student, and
former senator A llen K lump,
a t hird-year polit ical science
st udent , a re work i ng w it h
Clemson University on enhancing
the 110-year-old rivalry.
If approved, t he “Palmet to
Pigskin,” as it is being called in
the early stages of its development,
SG ● A4
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On Aug. 23, Phi Beta Sigma
Fraternit y Inc. and Omega Psi
Phi Fraternit y Inc., along with
the African American Association
of Students, sponsored a five-onfive basketball game at the Blatt
Physical Education Center to raise
money for the March of Dimes.
T he event , wh ich had a n
admission cost of $2 or $1 was
a canned good, raised $250 that
will be presented to the March of
Dimes next week.
Because Omega Psi Phi and
Phi Beta Sigma have not had an
int ramural match-up recent ly,
members of each fraternity thought
the game could draw an audience.
“T he idea was st a r ted by a
member of Phi Beta Sigma, and
t hen pre s ented to a memb er
of Omega Psi Phi,” said Adrian
Rencher, a fourth-year electrical
eng i neer i ng st udent a nd Ph i
Beta Sigma member. “Because
we thought the outcome would
be something that many people
would be interested in, the event
was created.”
The event was the first of its
kind, said Zeta Zeta President and
fourth-year advertising student
Jamie Downs.
“It’s usually done as a fundraiser
but not as a community service
event,” Downs said.
Although the fraternities rarely
collaborate on projects, they are no
strangers to community service.
On a national level, Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity Inc. donates over
$50,000 each year to the United
Negro College fund. The Zeta
Zeta chapter of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity Inc. sponsors blood and
canned food drives. Members of
the Zeta Zeta chapter of Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity Inc. are also coaches
of the Omega Vikings little league
football team, which plays every
Sunday.
Recently, Kappa Iota Chapter
of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity Inc.
members participated in a step
exhibition hosted by the historic
Columbia Foundation at the Jubilee
Festival, in order to pay homage to
the ancestry of African-Americans.
Phi Beta Sigma commonly works
with organizations including the
American Cancer society, March
of Dimes and Relay for Life. The
members of the fraternit y also
sponsor a youth basketball team
in the spring. Soon, they hope to
sponsor a youth football team.
“We encourage sponsoring our
youth because they are the future,”
Rencher said.
Although the members of Omega
Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. won the
basketball game, both teams were
happy to be able to help a good
cause.
“It worked out very well; I’m glad
we did it. It was fun while doing
something good at the same time,”
CHARITY ● A4
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ON THE WEB

Weather Forecast

at www.dailygamecock.com
Read online five days a week. Get to the chopper.

TODAY

MY FAIR LADY

High
Low

at

USC

TODAY
Poster sale
9 a.m.–5 p.m., Russell
House Lobby
USC vs. Mississippi State
viewing party
7 p.m., RH Ballroom
THURSDAY
Poster sale
9 a . m . –5 p . m . , R H
Lobby
Healthy Carolina kick-off
8:30 a.m.–11 a.m., RH

No one
covers
USC better.
No one.

81
66

High
Low

MONDAY, AUG. 21
Burglary,
petit larceny,
8 a.m.
Engineering building,
300 Main St.
The v ict im, 51, said
someone stole his black
radio.
Estimated value: $100
Responding offi cer:
N. Peter

Public education
earns center award

THIS WEEK

High
Low

SAT.

SUN.

87
69

High
Low

88
68

MON.

High
Low

88
68

CRIME REPORT

BRIEF

The Palmetto Poison
C e nt e r, p a r t of t he
College of pharmacy, has
been awarded nat ional
cer t if icat ion by t he
American Association of
Poison Control Centers.
T he cer t if ic at ion is
awarded to centers that
offer around-the-clock
poison control services by
healthcare professionals
t r a i ned i n tox icolog y
and have been certified
as specialists in the field.
58 center s ac ro s s t he
nation have received this
certification.
The cert if icat ion
requ i rement s i nc lude
providing public
e duc at ion , w h ic h t he
Palmetto center provides
by giving information on
exposure to poisonous
materials to the public,
a s wel l a s he a lt hc a r e
professionals.
T he cent er h a nd le s
situations ranging from
accidental ingestion to
occupation exposures and
biochemical disasters.
A study by the
university has found that
over seven dollars are
saved in medical expenses
for ever y dol lar spent
on the Palmetto Poison
Center.

82
68

FRI.

FRIDAY, AUG. 25
Field identification
card (FIC) fraud,
1 p.m.
Russell House,
1400 Greene St.
The victim, 18, said she
lost her Carolina card and
someone used it in the
bookstore, leaving a zero
balance.
Estimated value: $281
Responding offi cer:
M. A. Winnington

Meg Gaillard / THE GAMECOCK

Tamara Looney, a third-year anthropology student
and vice president of the Anthropology Student
Association, talks to students Wednesday at the
student organization fair on Greene Street.

State

Nation

World

Ernesto to bring rain,
wind, uncertainties

Bill limits emissions
to aid climate control

Landslides, flooding
to occur from John

CHARLESTON — Tropical
Storm Ernesto f izzled to
a tropical depression as it
trekked across Florida on
Wednesday but was expected
to pass out to sea and regain
t ropic a l stor m st reng t h
before ma k i ng a second
landfall along t he Sout h
Carolina coast.
Gov. Mark Sanford said
the state would not require
any mandatory or voluntary
evacuations but urged coastal
residents, including those
on barrier islands in mobile
home s a nd i n low-ly i ng
areas, to pay attention to the
storm.
“ T he stor m isn’t here
yet. There’s st ill a lot of
u n c e r t a i n t y,” S a n f o r d
said. “Let’s hope it doesn’t
intensify.”
P r o j e c t io n s f r o m t h e
National Hurricane Center
said Ernesto, which sloshed
ashore in Florida on Tuesday
evening, could again regain
tropical storm strength after
crossing the peninsula and
heading into the Atlantic.
A hu r r ica ne watch for
the S.C. coast was lowered
Wednesday, but a tropical
storm warning was issued in
its place.
The Hurricane Center
said it was unlikely Ernesto
could become a hurricane
before landfall in S.C.

SACRAMENTO — California
would become the first state
to impose a l im it on a l l
greenhouse gas emissions,
including t hose f rom
i ndu st r ia l pla nt s, u nder
a landmark deal reached
Wednesday by Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger and
legislative Democrats.
The agreement marks a
clear break with the Bush
administ rat ion, and puts
Ca l ifor n ia on a pat h to
reducing its emissions of
carbon dioxide and other
g reen hou se g a se s by a n
est i mated 25 percent by
2020.
The bill st ill needs
lawmakers’ approval, but
that appears likely, given
that Democrats control the
Legislature.
“ We c a n n o w m o v e
forward with developing a
market-based system that
makes California a world
leader in the effort to reduce
c a r b o n e m i s s io n s ,” t he
governor said in a statement.
The key mechanism
driving the reductions would
be a market program allowing
businesses to buy, sell and
trade emission credits with
other companies.
The bill was praised by
environmentalists as a step
t o w a r d f i g ht i n g g l o b a l
climate change.

PUERTO VALL ARTA, Mexico
— Hurricane John lashed
tourist resorts with heav y
winds and rain Wednesday as
the dangerous storm marched
up Mexico’s Pacific coast,
and forecasters predicted its
center would brush close to
land before nicking the tip of
Baja California and heading
out to sea.
The Category 4 hurricane
could dump up to a foot of
rain along parts of Mexico’s
sout her n coa st , c au si ng
l a nd s l id e s o r f lo o d i n g,
meteorologists warned. The
hu rrica ne had ma x imu m
sustained winds of 135 mph,
and stronger gusts capable of
ripping roofs off buildings
and causing storm surges of
up to 18 feet above normal.
Joh n was not ex pected
to affect the United States.
But a hurricane warning
covered a more than 300mile stretch of the Mexican
coastline from the port city
of Lazaro Cardenas north
to Cabo Cor r ientes, t he
southwestern tip of the bay
that holds Puerto Vallarta.
T he g o ver n me nt a l s o
issued a hurricane watch
for portions of the southern
Baja Peninsula. So far, the
most damaging winds have
remained offshore, and only
tropical storm-force winds
have hit the coast.

TUESDAY, AUG. 29
Grand larceny,
4:30 p.m.
Humanities building,
1614 College St.
Someone entered by
u n k now n me a n s i nt o
a classroom and stole a
gray Dell Inspiron 1500
laptop and a black and
gray Sony Vaio laptop.
The victim, 36, said one
of the computers had a
combination lock that was
broken off.
Estimated value: $2,000
Responding offi cer:
D. Davis
FIC Theft,
grand larceny, 5 p.m.
Woodrow,
1415 Greene St.

Someone entered
t he v ic t i m s’ ro om b y
unknown means and stole
a Dell E1505 laptop with
a black leather cover and
a Fossil wallet containing
cash and a credit card.
The credit card was used
at t he Food Lion a nd
the Shell station in Five
Points. The victims, both
19, lost a room key a week
ago and housing has not
yet changed their locks.
Estimated value: $1,901
Responding offi cer:
N. Peter
Petit larceny,
6:15 p.m.
Law center,
1112 Greene St.
The v ict im, 29, said
someone took t wo
textbooks from his book
bag.
Estimated value: $95
Responding offi cer:
W. Guyon
WEDNESDAY,
AUG. 30
Disorderly conduct,
1:22 a.m.
Bates West,
1405 Whaley St.
Police officers report
they saw Drew K. Peters,
19, s it t i n g o n a w a l l
with bloodshot eyes and
s mel l i n g i nt en s el y of
a lcohol. W h i le pol ice
officers tried to conduct a
field interview, they claim
Peters became irritated
and began to use profanity.
Peters was charged with
disorderly conduct for
gross intoxication.
Responding offi cer:
D. Adams

Teen questioned in school shooting
confesses to killing father
Estes Thompson
The Associated Press

HILLSBOROUGH, N.C.
— A teenager a r re sted
i n a shoot i ng at a h igh
school t hat injured t wo
students Wednesday later
confessed to k illing his
fat her a nd was charged
with murder, authorities
said Wednesday.
A lvaro Rafael Castillo
was f iring t wo rif les in
the Orange High School
parking lot when deputies
arrived and ordered him
to put down the weapons,
the Orange County sheriff
said.

They later found
ammunition, weapons and
homem ade pipe bomb s
in the 19-year-old’s van,
officials said.
Cast illo told deput ies
about t he slay ing of his
father after he was taken
into custody, Sheriff Lindy
Pendergrass said.
Deput ies t hen forced
their way into the family’s
Hillsborough home and
found the body of Rafael
Huezo Cast il lo, who
had been shot to deat h,
Pendergrass said.
It was not immediately
k now n when t he fat her
died.

IT’S A

RALLY!

HandPicked and M Boutique invite you to kick off the
USC football season in style with a pep rally!

Thursday, August 31st
Enjoy tailgate snacks and

jewelry & gifts
2822 Devine St.
803.251.2946
10-7

15% off
all day
at both stores!

contemporary clothing
2820 Devine St.
803.765.2243
10-6
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Up close
personal

The movers and shakers
of USC answer The Daily
Gamecock’s questions.

RHA President
Terrill Wilkins:
Which accomplishment are
you most proud of?
Well, academically I would
say last semester was one of
the toughest semesters I’ve
ever had. I had 19 hours;
ever y cou rse was pret t y
dema nd i ng, a nd a l l f ive
research papers that I turned
in for that semester I got As
on. And that’s probably, in
college, one of the things
I’ve been most proud of, just
because doing research is
difficult because its timeconsuming, and if you’re
somebody who has your hand
in a lot of different things,
it’s hard to keep yourself on
task, so I was really proud of
that. Beyond that, a personal
achievement would be in
high school I was a member
of a national championship
quiz team. I was really proud
of that as well, because we
got rings and a trophy and
everything. It was nice.
What is your ideal vacation
destination?
That’s an easy one — Italy!
Italy, I mean other places in
Europe, too, but I want to go
to Italy. I’ve always been a
huge history buff. And more
specifically I’ve always been
into art history, so I’d really
love to go to Florence, and
you know, Rome, just to see
all the historic churches and
museums and things. That
would probably be the ideal
vacation for me.
What is your most annoying
habit?
Probably when I’m talking
to people, especially when
I’m standing up, I have a
tendency to pace, to pace or
just kind of mosey around,
like I’ve always got to be
doing something. I can’t,
you know, a lot of times I
can’t just sit down and talk,
so a lot of times I’ll be eating
with friends or something,
and I’ll be standing up and
talking to them, and they’ll
be like, “Quit pacing!” I
didn’t even realize I was
doing it, so I’d say that, at
least to my friends. That’s
probably my most annoying
habit.
What’s the worst book
you’ve ever read?
I’ve read some bad ones!
Let’s see, the worst book
I’ve ever read I would say
is “M ada me Bova r y ” by
Gustave Flaubert. I had to
read it for summer reading
for my senior English class
in high school. I just thought
it was horrible — the length
of the book didn’t match the
plot at all. I felt the story
could have been told in half
the time, and I think a lot of
it got lost in the translation
f rom French to English.
Yeah, other than that it was
just very predictable; not a
fun read at all.
How much time per day do
you spend doing homework?
Well, a lot of the things
t hat go on w it h R H A as
far as st udent leadership
is concerned, a lot of that
happens on weeknight and
weekdays, and so a lot of
times during the week my
time is focused on that and
just attending class. Other
t han just catching up on
reading during the week,
most of my homework is
probably done, like, between
Sunday and Monday … I
guess on average maybe half
an hour a day with more of a
concentration on weekends.
What’s your favorite offcampus hangout spot?
We l l , o t h e r t h a n
W i l l ia ms-Br ice du r i ng
football season, my favorite
WILKINS ● A4
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Lots closed today because of flood threat
Eight campus parking lots are
closed today due to flooding threat
from Tropical Storm Ernesto.
Signs denoting the affected lots
will be in place until the areas are
deemed safe for parking. Pedestrian
walkways in these areas will also
be closed.
The following lots are closed
today:
The E1, E2 and E5 lots near Blatt

P.E. Center and the Children’s
Center
The S22, FS4 and M3 lots behind
300 Main St.
The M4 and S5 lots at Whaley
and Main streets
Those displaced by the closings
may park on the top levels of
the Blossom Street Garage and
metered spaces on the top level
of the UTS Garage at the corner

of Sumter and Blossom streets.
These arrangements will be in
affect from 7 a.m. Thursday until
5 p.m. Friday.
Additional questions should be
directed to Vehicle Management
and Parking Services at 777-5160
or parking@gwm.sc.edu.
— Information from Vehicle
M a n a g e m e n t a n d Pa r k i n g
Services

a deal that definitely

makes
the grade
on ALLOVER,™ the network with the fewest dropped calls
ASK HOW TO GET FREE ACTIVATION**
Plus, you and your friends can earn $25
Cingular Gift Cards†† each (up to $125).

FREE

after $50 mail-in rebate debit card
with MEdiaTM package purchase^
and 2-year service agreement.

NOKIA 6102i
VIDEO CAMERA
PHONE

6999

$

No rebates needed. MEdiaTM package purchase^
and 2-year service agreement required.

PANTECH C300
WORLD’S SMALLEST
CAMERA FLIP PHONE
ONLY FROM CINGULAR

CALL 1-866-CINGULAR

24999

$

–

after $50 mail-in rebate debit card,
PDA Connect package purchase,
and 2-year service agreement.

CINGULAR 8125
CORPORATE AND
PERSONAL EMAIL
ACCESS

C L I C K W W W. C I N G U L A R . C O M

–

C’MON IN TO A STORE

OFFER AVAILABLE AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

CINGULAR WIRELESS STORES
Columbia
5530 Forest Dr.
275 Harbison Blvd.
*Cingular also imposes monthly a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge of up to $1.25 to help defray costs incurred in complying with State and Federal telecom regulation; State and Federal Universal Service charges; and surcharges for customer-based and
revenue-based state and local assessments on Cingular. These are not taxes or government-required charges.
Coverage is not available in all areas. The ALLOVER network covers over 273 million people and is growing. Limited-time offer. Other conditions and restrictions apply. See contract and rate plan brochure for details. Subscriber must live and have a mailing address
within Cingular’s owned network coverage area. Up to $36 activation fee applies. Equipment price and availability may vary by market and may not be available from independent retailers. Early Termination Fee: None if cancelled in the first 30 days; thereafter $175.
Some agents impose additional fees. Unlimited Voice Services: Unlimited voice services are provided solely for live dialog between two individuals. Offnet Usage: If your minutes of use (including unlimited services) on other carriers’ networks (“offnet usage”) during
any two consecutive months exceed your offnet usage allowance, Cingular may at its option terminate your service, deny your continued use of other carriers’ coverage, or change your plan to one imposing usage charges for offnet usage. Your offnet usage allowance
is equal to the lesser of 750 minutes or 40% of the Anytime minutes included with your plan. Rebate Debit Card: Price before mail-in rebate debit card and/or MEdia package purchase is $59.99 for the Nokia 6102i, $89.99 for the Pantech C300, and $299.99 for the
Cingular 8125. Cingular 8125 rebate requires PDA Connect package purchase. Allow 10–12 weeks for rebate debit card. Rebate debit card not available at all locations. Must be customer for 30 consecutive days. Must be postmarked by 9/24/06. Sales tax calculated
based on price of unactivated equipment. Pantech C300: World’s smallest camera flip phone by volume. ^Minimum $9.99 MEdia package purchase required. **Free Activation requires MEdia Package or PDA Connect purchase of $14.99 or higher and customer must
show valid student ID card to receive a credit for the Free Activation – offer valid only at participating locations. ††For more information about the referral program see terms and conditions posted to the following Web site, http://referral.cingular.com, or ask a sales
associate for details. Offer expires 9/29/06. BellSouth and the BellSouth logo are registered trademarks of BellSouth Intellectual Property Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2006 Cingular Wireless. All rights reserved.
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After reports of whistleblower,
defense contractor settles
The Associated Press
A South Carolina defense
cont rac tor t hat ma kes
armored vehicles for t he
Pentagon has agreed to pay
the government $1.8 million
to resolve allegations brought
in a whistleblower lawsuit,
U.S. Attorney Reginald I.
Lloyd said Wednesday.
The suit claimed Force
Protection Inc. of Ladson
“failed to advance payments
to expedite production of
armored vehicles for the U.S.
military,” Lloyd said in a news
release.
T h e c o m p a n y, w h o s e
vehicles are used in
Afghanistan and Iraq to find
and remove bombs, denied
any wrongdoing.
T he c a se wa s f i led i n
U. S . D i s t r ic t C ou r t i n
South Carolina by Justin
Lucey, a Mount Pleasant
attorney, on behalf of two
former employees of Force
Protection, Lloyd said. He
identified the two as Perry
Chomyn and Robin Swain.
“The settlement resolves
Force’s potential liabilit y
u nder t he Fa l se C la i m s
Act arising f rom t he
whistleblower’s complaint,”
Lloyd’s release said.
The two former employees
“will receive $315,000 as
their share of the proceeds
of the settlement” and got
“an additional $105,000 in
FIELDS ● Continued from A1
facility.
“I don’t know who got the
new Strom Thurmond fields
approved, but I’m thankful
for it,” said Devin Waldrop,
a t h i rd-yea r ps ycholog y
student and president of the
Ultimate Frisbee Club.
With the exception of how
long it is taking to build the
fields, Waldrop described
the new complex as a step in
the right direction.
Intramural Sports
Director Scott Jones echoed
Waldrop’s concerns. The
project was scheduled for
complet ion i n spr i ng or
summer of 2006, but was
d e l a y e d u nt i l t he s t a r t
of the fall semester. Now,
completion is tentatively set
at some point within the next
four to six weeks.
Charles Jeffcoat, director
of Campus Planning and
Construction, offered a more
encouraging perspective.
Jeffcoat said the recreation
fields at the Strom will be
available for use by Tuesday,
September 5; however, the
fields may not necessarily be
open for student activities at
that point.
“The cause of delays in the
construction was primarily
site preparation,” Jeffcoat
sa id. “ T here were some
t hings t hat needed to be
corrected on the site. You
typically do not know about
these problems until you
begin a job, and that’s what
happened here — there were
some things on site that had
to be corrected and that took
a little time to do.”
A l t h o u g h
t h e

attorney fees and settlement of
their employment — related
claims,” the statement said.
Company vice president
Mike Aldrich told The Post
and Courier that the company
agreed to the settlement over
an accounting technicality.
“We’re pleased with the
settlement and are especially
happy with the investigation,
which was extensive and
which found that none of
t he criminal allegat ions,
and especially that none of
the safety allegations, were
substantiated,” Aldrich told
the paper.
The company said it took
a charge of $1.93 million in
the second quarter to cover
the settlement and interest
charges, plus legal fees for the
former employees who filed
the lawsuit.
Luce y sa id h is cl ient s
also were satisfied with the
settlement.
“We believe we contributed
to making these vehicles safer
for our soldiers by bringing
this suit, and we are happy to
have reached this settlement,”
he said.
I n a f i l i ng w it h t he
Securit ies and Exchange
Commission, the company
said it agreed to settle over
an issue involving an advance
payment as part of its work for
the Joint Explosive Ordnance
Disposal Rapid Response
Vehicle.
administration is working to
provide alternative locations
for club a nd i nt ra mu ra l
tea m s, t he delay is st i l l
causing inconveniences and
forcing teams to modif y
practice schedules.
“A s of r ight now, club
sports are waiting for the
t h re e f ield s b eh i nd t he
Strom Thurmond Wellness
and Fit ness Center to be
completed. Until that time,
no club spor t s have a ny
on-campus practice space,”
Waldrop said.
T he U lt i mate Fr isbee
Club has had to g ive up
weekend practices and hold
introductory clinics on the
Horseshoe.
But Waldrop is quick to
praise the university’s efforts
to keep club sports teams
informed of the project’s
status.
“ D u r i ng t he s u m mer,
I wa sn’t g iven a ny k i nd
of def i n ite t i met able on
when the intramural fields
or Blatt Field A would be
completed; however, John
Huc k ( USC d i re c tor of
Outdoor Recreat ion and
Sports Clubs) kept providing
me with information as he
received it,” Waldrop said.
Despite t he delays,
Waldrop hopes all the club
sports will be able to practice
at the new complex in the
near future.
“I don’t k now why t he
field situation has taken as
long as it has, but hopefully
all club sports will be back to
practicing on campus soon,”
said Waldrop.

The Associated Press

Malvern Chishazhe, seven years-old, with his head to the ground, cries after his family home was destroyed at
Porta Farm, nine miles west of Harare, in this June 2005 file photo. Fifteen months after Zimbabwe’s government
demolished houses, shelters and market stalls in a so-called urban cleanup operation, almost nothing has been
done to rehouse or assist at least 700,000 people who lost homes or livelihoods and 2.4 million more who suffered
related losses, church leaders said in a report released in Johannesburg, South Africa, on Wednesday.

Human rights report: Homelessness, squalor
amid urban developments in Zimbabwe
Angus Shaw
The Associated Press

H A R A R E , Z i m b a b w e — A ne w
report by human rights act iv ists
Wednesday paints a grim picture of
life in Zimbabwe, more than a year
after authorities demolished urban
houses, shelters and market stalls in
a campaign called “Operation Drive
Out Trash.”
The Solidarity Peace Trust, a group
of Zimbabwean and South African
church leaders, said almost nothing
has been done to house or help at least
700,000 people who lost homes or
livelihoods and 2.4 million more who
suffered related losses 15 months ago.
T he chu rch leader s c a l led for
massive government and international
action to ease the humanitarian crisis.
“If nothing is done, then obviously
in a year from now, the situation will
SG ● Continued from A1
will be a trophy awarded to
the winner of each year’s
football game.
The trophy will be in the
shape of a football on a base,
which would be engraved
with the scores of past and
future Clemson-Carolina
games.
Stoudenm ire hopes to
have the trophy in place
by this year’s rivalry game,
but sa id it s ac cept a nce
depends on both school’s
student bodies and athletic
departments.
Also, Student Government
and USC will host the SEC
Exchange on Oct. 13-15.
The annual conference
b r i n g s s t u d e nt le a d e r s
f rom across t he SEC to

discuss the concerns and
issues of universities in the
southeast.
USC will use the
conference to f u r t her
cement its place as a leader
in the SEC, with university
President Andrew Sorensen
serving as president of the
SEC.
Senator Kyle Warnock,
a third-year engineering
student, spoke about the
Carolina Convoy.
T he convoy w i l l t a ke
100 students to the Oct.
7 football game aga i nst
Kentucky.
A t icket to t he ga me,
transportation and a “spirit
pack” filled with various
mementos are included in
the $60 price tag.
I n add it ion , s t ude nt

Unlock your future . . .

USC Test Prep
GRE

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@gwm.sc.edu

have changed only for the worse for
the hundreds of thousands who have
lived in hopeless squalor since their
shelters were demolished over a year
ago,” they said.
The report was released in t he
South African city of Johannesburg
by Roman Catholic Archbishop Pius
Ncube of Bulawayo, a frequent critic
of Zimbabwean President Robert
Mugabe. There was no immediate
com ment f rom t he Zi mbabwea n
government on the report.
Z i mb abwe i s f ac i n g it s wor s t
economic crisis since independence
from Britain in 1980, with record
inflation of nearly 1,000 percent, the
highest in the world. The country also
faces acute shortages of food, gasoline
and imports, along with an HIV/AIDS
epidemic that is killing at least 3,000
people a week.
The government insisted last year’s

Ɣ

GMAT

Ɣ

LSAT

Free strategy workshops
Professional test preparation courses
 Convenient on-campus locations
 24 hours of instruction
 Taught by USC’s test prep experts

CHARITY ● Continued from A1
Rencher said. “I just wish that we as Greek organizations
could do something like that more often; working together
toward a common cause. Unfortunately, there aren’t many
positive images of black fraternities.”
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocknews@gwm.sc.edu

Free Strategy Workshops
register in advance online at http://ced.sc.edu/testing

LSAT – Tues, 8/29 @ 7:00 p.m. – BA 436
GRE – Weds, 9/6 @ 6:00 p.m. – BA 502
GMAT – Weds, 9/6 @ 8:00 p.m. – BA 502
LSAT – Thurs, 9/28 @ 7:00 p.m. – BA 436

WILKINS ● Continued from A3
spot would probably be Yesterday’s. They have trivia there
every Tuesday evening, and all summer, a group of guys and
I went there just to hangout, you know, watch baseball and
answer trivia questions.
Jeet Guram

Register Online for Fall 2006
Strategy Workshops and Preparation Courses!
http://ced.sc.edu/testing
803-777-9444

often brutal urban renewal drive,
known as “Operation Murambatsvina”
in the local Shona language, flushed
out criminals and black market traders
whose activities were fueling record
inflation in the ailing economy.
But the United Nations described
the demolition of an estimated 200,000
homes and shelters, accompanied
by mass arrests and the seizure and
destruction of private possessions, as
unjustified, indiscriminate and “not
just a crisis but a meltdown.”
The report released Wednesday said
only about 2,000 new homes were built
in the past year for the displaced under
the government — led rebuilding
program.
Few were fit for habitation or had
been connected to standard utilities,
and many were corruptly allocated
to government officials, ruling party
supporters and military and police.

gover n ment Pre sident
Tommy Preston introduced
t wo in it iat ives aimed at
allowing students a forum
to voice concerns or
complaints.
“Let’s Talk” will feature
st udent leaders v isit i ng
Greek and other student
organizations to talk about
issues that are important to
those particular groups.
Preston sa id it was
important for organizations
to hear from their leaders
other than around election
time.
Mayor Bob Coble visits
campus Sept. 15 to discuss
safety, transportation and
other issues with the City of

Columbia.
W h ile t here was no
legislation introduced, Vice
President Ryan Holt expects
that to change in the next
session.
The Senate did, however,
confirm the appointments
of John Cooper, a thirdyear Media A rts student,
as execut ive producer of
SGTV and John Rabon, a
graduate education student,
as chief of staff to the vice
president.
The entire session was
filmed by SGTV and will
air on Sept. 5 at 6 p.m.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@gwm.sc.edu

The Daily Gamecock ● Thursday, August 31, 2006

A5

A STYLE FOR EVERY STORY TM

Oded Balilty / The Associated Press

U.N Secretary-General Kofi Annan speaks during a joint press conference with Israeli
Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni, not pictured, in Jerusalem, on Wednesday. Livni and Annan
said they hope a Mideast cease-fire deal will evolve into a full peace agreement between
Israel and Lebanon.

Israel rejects U.N. chief ’s demand
to end blockade of Lebanese border
Ravi Nessman
The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israel on
Wednesday rejected demands
from visiting U.N. SecretaryGeneral Kofi Annan that it
immediately lift its sea and
air block ade of Lebanon
and withdraw its forces once
5,000 international troops
are deployed.
P r i me M i n i s t e r E hud
Olmert indicated Israel would
only allow free movement
after the full implementation
of a U.N.-brokered ceasefire that ended 34 days of
f ight i ng b et ween I sr ael
and Lebanon’s Hezbollah
g uerrillas that k illed 854
Lebanese and 159 Israelis.
Under the truce, 15,000
Leba nese sold iers a nd
15,000 international troops
are to be deployed in
southern Lebanon and to
enforce an arms embargo on
Hezbollah.
Annan later in a meeting
with Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas, said Israel
also must lift its closure of
t he Gaza St rip and open
crossing points there. He
ca l led for a n end to t he
bloodshed that has led to
the deaths of more than 200
Palestinians since the end
of June.
“This must stop
immediately,” Annan said.
“I have made my feelings
known in talks with Israeli
officials.
“Beyond preserving life,
we have to sustain life. The
closure of G aza must be
lifted, the crossing points
must be opened, not just to
allow goods (in), but to allow
Palestinian exports out as
well.”
But fighting intensified

bet ween G az a m i l it a nt s
and Israeli troops searching
for smuggling tunnels and
explosives.
At least eight Palestinians
were k illed by Israeli air
strikes and in gun battles
near Gaza City.
Olmert, A nnan and
Israel i Foreig n M i n ister
Tzipi Livni all expressed
hope Wednesday that the
cease-fire deal in southern
Lebanon would evolve into
a full-fledged peace accord,
which Israeli leaders have
long hoped to reach with
Leba non. But Leba non’s
premier rebuffed the idea,
saying his country would be
the last Arab nation to make
peace with the Jewish state.
T he vast ly d if ferent
visions of future relations
bet ween t he t wo nat ions
ref lec t t hei r conf l ic t i ng
p r io r it ie s . I s r ae l w a nt s
to prevent f ut ure attacks
from its northern neighbor,
while Lebanon is focused
on rebu i ld i ng f rom t he
recent fighting and trying to
maintain peace between its
fractious religious groups,
some of whom are sworn
enemies of Israel.
The cease-fi re deal could
be “a cornerstone to build a
new reality between Israel
and Lebanon,” Olmert said
at a news conference with
Annan.
I mplementat ion of t he
truce “gives us a foundation
to move forward and settle
t he d if ferences bet ween
Israel and Lebanon once and
for all, to establish a durable
peace,” A nnan said af ter
meeting with Livni.
But Lebanon has hesitated
i n reach i ng a sepa rate
agreement w it h Israel as
long as Israel’s confl icts with

the Palestinians and Syria
are not resolved.
Lebanese Prime Minister
Fuad Saniora quashed hopes
of a peace deal any t ime
soon, saying Lebanon “will
be the last Arab country that
could sign a peace agreement
with Israel.”
“Let it be clear, we are
not seeking any agreement
u nt i l t h e r e i s j u s t a n d
comprehensive peace based
on the Arab initiative,” he
said in Beirut.
The Arab initiative calls
for an Israeli wit hdrawal
from all territories captured
in t he 1967 M iddle East
war and the establishment
of a Palestinian state with
east Jerusalem as its capital
— demands Israel rejects.
A Hezbollah leg islator
also ruled out talks toward a
wider peace deal.
“ T he L eb a ne s e reje c t
negotiations with the Zionist
enemy. They consider these
negotiations unnecessary,
wor t h less a nd have no
basis or place,” Hussei n
Haj Hassan told Al-Jazeera
television.
T he f ight i ng bet ween
Israel and Hezbollah began
Ju ly 12 when Hezbol la h
guerrillas crossed into Israel
and attacked an army patrol,
k illing three soldiers and
capturing two others.
Israel has rejected calls for
a prisoner swap to secure
their freedom.
Both Annan and Olmert
de m a nde d t he s old ie r s’
u ncond it iona l release,
but Mohammed Fneish, a
Hezbollah minister in the
Lebanese Cabinet, said that
would not happen.
“There will be no
unconditional release. This
is not possible,” he said.
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Ticket distribution
mutes student section
A s USC gets set to k ick of f tonight against
M ississippi State, many st udents already f ind
themselves worried about next week’s game against
the Georgia Bulldogs.
In case you haven’t heard, there aren’t enough
tickets to go around.
Early Tuesday morning, a lot of students were
greeted with an apologetic shrug from the sweet old
ladies at ticket distribution.
As usual, many freshmen, out of fear that they
wouldn’t get a ticket, rushed the Russell House and
quickly drained the ticket
The folks in charge supply.
of ticket distribution The allotted three-day
distribution window
really dropped the ticket
was shortened to 10 hectic
ball on this one. hours.
Ma ny upperclassmen,
despite the allure of powerhouse Georgia as our
home opener, thought there would be plenty of
tickets to go around and took their time to pick up
a ticket.
But, with 3,000 less available than expected, these
students now fi nd themselves having to watch the
game, just like tonight, on ESPN.
The folks in charge of ticket distribution really
dropped the ball on this one.
At Williams-Brice, the student body is always
the loudest and the proudest. Does it make sense to
diminish that home-game presence by 3,000 voices?
We don’t think so.
Seniors who didn’t get a ticket may never get to
see the Gamecocks play Georgia again. How many
other games will they miss before the season ends?
Former coach Lou Holtz took Carolina to a
new level, and now Steve Spurrier, with a national
championship on the brain, is looking to take us
even higher. It’s a thrilling time to be a Gamecock.
Students deserve to be a part of that.

CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about
it. E-mail us at gamecockopinions@gwm.sc.edu
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Smoking ordinance beneﬁts everyone
New regulation fosters
rights for student body,
healthier campus air
We k no w w it ho ut a
doubt that tobacco smoke
harms others.
W het her f rom direct
inhalation of cigarettes or
even secondhand smoke,
the damage to a person’s
hea lt h ca n be g reat.
W hen Sorensen decided
to champion a smok ing
ban on campus, it was not
to punish smokers, but to
improve the health of all
students, faculty, and staff.
Since the university forbids
smoking within 25 feet of a
building, many people on
campus can breathe easy.
A friend of mine
remarked that she hated
walk ing into a building
due to the smoke cloud
she had to pass through.
According to the Surgeon
General’s report, “The
Health Consequences of
Involuntary Exposure to
Tobacco Smoke,” exposure
can inf lame allergies or
asthma and lead to other
r e s p i r at o r y p r ob le m s .
Futhermore, according to

t he C ent er
for Disease
Control,
secondhand
smoke ca n
“cause heart
d i s e a s e
JOHN
and lung
RABON
cancer in
Graduate
nonsmoking
education
adults.”
student
Imagine the
danger one incurs when
walking through that cloud
of smoke everyday.
I nev it ably, whenever
an institution considers
a smoking ban, smokers
begin to complain about
abuse of their rights. I will
agree that a person does
have a r ight to smoke.
However, they do not have
a right to endanger the
health of others.
You do not have t he
right to yell “f ire” in a
c r o wd e d t he at r e . Yo u
do not have the right to
make someone not wear a
seatbelt. You do not have
a right to drive dr u nk.
W hy shou ld smok i ng
around nonsmokers be any
different?
L a s t y e a r, I wo rk e d
i n t he s t at e Hou s e of
Representatives as a page,

and saw t he discussion
that ensued when Rep. J.
Todd Rutherford brought
a statewide public smoking
ban to the floor.
Du r i ng debate, t he
leg islat u re discussed if
ventilation systems inside
bu i ld i ng s cou ld d ispel
harmf ul secondhand
smoke, but research from
the Plumbing, Heating,
and Cooling Contractors
Association dismissed that
theory.
T hough t he bi l l wa s
narrowly defeated, smoking
bans in Charleston, here
and possibly in Columbia
w i l l hopef u l ly create
more support in the next
legislative session.
It is hard to refute the
research of organizations
such as t he Nat iona l
Institute of Health, the
CDC, the Surgeon General
and the office of Health
and Human Services when
it comes to the effects of
secondhand smoke.
You can smoke in your
car and you can smoke
in your home, but please
respect USC’s smoking ban
of 25 feet from buildings,
and do not smoke near
other people on campus.

IN YOUR OPINION
New band director
welcome at Carolina
A s a veteran of four
years in the Carolina Band
in the 1970s, I welcome
the changes mentioned
in your Aug. 25 article
(“’Mighty sound’ marches
to new director’s beat”).
I ’v e c o nt i nu e d t o b e
impressed by the band’s
general level of excellence,
but like everything else,
even the band competition
is tougher in the SEC than
our old independent days.
Maybe it was time for a
change. The return to a
Block marching uniform
(like our vintage 1970s
uniforms) will return the
band to a distinct identity,
i nstead of t he gener ic
dr u m a nd bugle cor ps
uniforms of recent years.
Lastly, I am glad to hear
there will be a change in
the pre-game entrance
a n d s h o w. A s b e s t I
could see, the band had
continued to perform the
same pre-game show that
director Jim Copenhaver
installed in 1976. It’s time
for something new, and
I look forward to seeing,
and hearing, the NEW

M ight y Sou nd of The
Southeast in the coming
weeks.
Greg Jones
Class of 1978

Greek stereot y pes
unfairly presented
A lt hough it is qu ite
com mon to f i nd a nt iGreek sentiments plastered
across the headlines of
T he Da i ly G a meco c k
and promulgated by the
bureaucratic entities of
the University itself, I find
it necessary to respond to
Brandt Boidy’s simplistic
analysis of Greek Life
(“Sororities, fraternities
vary from state to state,”
Aug. 28).
As a fraternity member
here at USC, at no time
have I felt t hat I have
pu rchased f r iends nor
social accept a nce, but
rather that I have found a
medium to expand myself
morally, intellect ually,
and socially while
enjoying my time at USC.
Coming from someone
who has apparently never
b e e n i n a f r at e r n it y,

Boidy’s assumption that
“ritualistic hazing” occurs
is absurd, and bordering
on an ad hominem attack
at best and libel at worst.
Unless one is so inept
not to acknowledge the
atmosphere on campus
and the fact that all Greek
housing is on campus, it
should be easy to realize
that massive open-invite
parties are unacceptable.
It is my suggestion that
it is people like Boidy who
not only spread untrue
things about fraternities,
but also complain about
ever y aspect of Greek
Life and are disheartened
to not be invited to our
parties. Being a leader in
a fraternity is a full-time
job, and you get out of it
what you put in.
I would put it to the
readers that before you
judge a book by its cover,
please know your subject
matter -- and I do not
mean the knowledge that
comes from 10 minutes on
fratty.net.

John Warren
Third-year political science
student

www.dailygamecock.com

“It’s safe enough to put it
in vending machines,” said
Dr. William Boggs, chief
gynecologist at Thomson’s
St udent Hea lt h C enter,
speaking about
Plan B.
I’ll go ahead
and give him
the benefit of
the doubt and
a s s u m e t h at
while he thinks
JACOB
Plan B is
DAVIS
“safe enough”
Fourthfor vendi ng
year print
machines, they
journalism
student
shou ld n’t be
stocked w it h
it.
My problem is not Boggs,
sex or e ven Pla n B. My
problem is with the idea that
having sex is like chewing
gum, and that birth control,
even one as controversial as
Plan B, is something that
s hou ld b e av a i l able “i n
vending machines.”
T he Pl a n B Web s it e
actually says, “If Plan A fails,
go to Plan B …” What the
hell was Plan A? I’m betting
it was, “go to the bar, get
smashed, forget a rubber.”
Contrary to the teary-eyed
stories about the millions
of mentally handicapped
11- y e a r - o l d s a b u s e d i n
incestuous relationships, I’m
betting they’re not a part
of the 6 to 7 percent who,
according to Deborah Beck
of Student Health Services,
used it “over an extended
period of time,“ before it was
available over the counter.
“Extended period of time,”
are you kidding me?
I’ m not even arg u i ng
about whether Plan B should
be available, but do you have
to be able to buy it over the
counter like a Snickers bar?
I g uess we ought to be
thankful they set the age
for purchasing it at 18, but
that’s just because the FDA
is “unsure about the effects
of high levels of hormones
on teenage girls.”
I guess the fact mommy
and daddy might not like
the idea of their 13-year-old
daughter popping them like
Good & Plenty (in the words
of The Gamecock editorial
board) didn’t factor into their
decision.
Even more priceless is
A ndrew Von Eschenbach,
acting commissioner of the
FDA, explaining that the age
limit of 18 will “be easier to
enforce because of existing
policies with nicotine and
certain cold medicines.”
Yea h. Bec au se we a l l
know no one under 18 can
get cigarettes.
A nd pardon me for
doubting assurances that
“in Europe, abortion rates
have lowered while there has
been no increase in sexually
transmitted infections or
promiscuity.”
I’m still waiting for the
rates to come in on “number
of people emotionally and
psychologically destroyed
after they started having sex
at age 12.”
Don’t get me wrong, you’ve
got to love sex.
But it’s like Groucho Marx
used to say, “I love my cigar
too, but I take it out of my
mouth once in a while.”
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For meaty
munchies,
head to
Rosewood
Rockaways proves
to be delicious decision
for cheeseburger lovers

Courtesy of Acme Comics

Young at heart
Acme Comics, located on Rosewood Drive, offers a variety of entertainment options including CDs, DVDs and records.

Despite new ownership, comic store maintains laid-back, friendly ambience
Kristen Therrell
STAFF WRITER

A picture of Spiderman welcomes
to Acme Comics, but this place is
comics and a whole lot more.
New and used DV Ds, CDs, as
well as records can be bought, sold,
or traded.
The store opened in 2004 and
has si nce draw n i n a n ar ray of
customers, from college students
to military personnel to 8-year-old
kids.
Ph il Crouch, who prev iously
worked here par t t ime, bought
the store this month when its past
owner moved upstate.
“I don’t want to make a big to-do
about it,” Crouch said. “Not much
has changed or will change.”
The walls are still bright and the
atmosphere still relaxed.
“Comics really took off,” Crouch
explained, “but we’d like to push
music, too.”
Mostly independent albums stock
the shelves, but a few more popular
artists, like Kelly Clarkson, can be
found as well.
“I come to hang out,” Joseph
Thacker, friend and customer of

Crouch, said.
“The CDs a re g reat because
they’re so cheap. Every used CD
in here is usually just seven or eight
bucks. A nd you can listen to the
CDs before you buy them.”
T he s t or e a l s o a l low s lo c a l
a r t ist s to sel l t hei r a lbu ms on
consignment.
“If you’ve got a CD, we’ll sell it
for whatever price you want us to
sell it,” Crouch said, “though we
would like to listen to it fi rst.”
To Thacker, this is the coolest
comic store around. He can usually
be found lounging in a chair near
COMICS ● A8
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Where it’s

Address: 2757
Rosewood Dr.
Specializing in
comic books, toys
and local music.

Special to THE GAMECOCK

Phil Crouch, previous Acme Comics employee and comic book
fan, recently purchased the Rosewood Drive comic shop. Crouch
wants to stress the stores’ local and independent music stock.

CD Review

Mars Volta album waste of time

The Mars Volta
“Amputechtur”

Patrick Masterson
THE DAILY GAMECOCK

★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩

The Mars Volta are one
of rock’s most polarizing
acts: If you aren’t for their
ridiculous guitar solos and
ef fect s w izardr y, you’re
against senseless canoodling
and a total lack of direction.
For t hose of you in t he
middle, “Amputechture” is
one more soundtrack to add
to your dorm-room drug
experimentation.
It’s both easy and difficult
to hate what t hese g uys
have been doing for t he
past four years. “De-loused
in the Comatorium” was a
fascinating debut, incoherent
but promising. Last Year,

“Fra nces t he Mute”
eliminated most critics still
on the fence and solidified
the group as a near-free jazz
prog-rock act perfect for
performing at Bonnaroo to
tens of thousands of people
who had no idea where they
were or what was happening
to them.
“Amputechture” feels like
the missing link between
them. Though it’s not as
broken up as “Frances,” its
eight songs seem to happen
a lot faster than the suites
on “Frances” did (which
at over 70 minutes was an
excruciating experience).

There are still the ambient
interludes, there are still
the keys of Ikey Owens for
kitsch value and there are
still the absurd lyrics and
song titles. The difference is
that it sometimes feels like it
has — wait for it — actual
songs.
There’s one thing that
hasn’t changed in t hree
a lbu m s. Ced r ic Bi x lerZavala’s shrill voice still
veers dramatically between
w h i s p e r s a nd s c r e a m s ,
made-up SAT words and
poetic child’s play, English
and Spanish. Without him,
the group is hopelessly self-

indulgent. With him, there’s
at least some anchor for
Omar Rodriguez-Lopez’s
elongated creat ions and
barely tolerable effects pedal
wankery.
Heaven help the people
that have to make a single for
this one, though. If you’re
lo ok i n g f or s o met h i n g
like “I nert iat ic ESP” or
t he r ad io ed it of “ T he
Widow,” forget it. There’s
the opening seven minutes
of “Vicarious Atonement””
that wander off into space
only to return again for an
MARS ● A8

Rockaways on Rosewood
has the reputation of having
some of the best hamburgers
in Columbia, especially their
pimento cheeseburger. On
Saturday night
my friends and
I visited to test
the rumor. We
seated ourselves
in a large,
comfortable
b o o t h n e a r ANTHONY
t he back bar
ROUEN
and waited for Second-year
our server. She political science
a r r i v e d student
prompt ly a nd
t o ok ou r d r i n k or de r s .
A lthough the atmosphere
was slightly busy we never
felt crowded, as there was
plent y of seat i ng i n t he
restaurant.
Of cou rse we had to
sa mple t he sweet tea. It
was semisweet and slightly
tart, even before lemon was
added.
Rockaways is not much
of a place for vegetarians,
unless you want to make a
meal of a tossed salad and
various fried vegetables.
For the non vegetarians,
Rock aways has eleven
different burgers,
sa ndw ic he s , w i ng s , a nd
assor ted sides to choose
from.
A basic burger is $4.85,
while $5.35 will buy one
with toppings such as bacon,
mushrooms, bleu cheese
and t he famous pimento
cheese. Their sandwiches
cost about $5.25 for t he
basics like turkey and cheese
and chicken salad. I didn’t
get a chance to try them,
but if you are in the mood
for w ings, t hey come in
four flavors, with 10 wings
costing $5.25 all the way up
to 50 costing $17.50.
One thing to remember
about Rock away s is t he
sh r i mp a nd stea k mea ls
come with a side of fries, but
all other meals fly solo. But,
they have a huge variety of
sides to go with the meals.
We ordered our meals and
received the food within a
reasonable time. I had the
pimento cheeseburger and
fries. The hamburger was
large and not greasy, two
things I consider to be a
must for a good hamburger.
The pimento cheese is
homemade a nd I h igh ly
r e c o m me nd y ou t r y it ,
even if it isn’t usual ly a
favorite of yours. While the
hamburger was great, the
crinkle fries were slightly
d isapp oi nt i ng. T he y
were hot a nd f re s h but
r at her pl a i n. W it h t he
hamburgers setting such a
high standard, I expected
somet hing more. My
compa n ions ordered t he
bacon cheesebu rger, t he
Monterey Jack burger, and
t he c h i l i c hee sebu rger ;
a l l w e r e s at i s f ie d w it h
t he hambu rgers a nd t he
toppings.
The food filled everybody
up with some even taking
hamburgers home. If you’re
looking for a great group
dining experience Rockaways
has a solid hamburger for a
solid price, not to forget the
delicious sides.
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Meet the cast
of Laguna Beach
Te s s a: S e a s on t h ree’s
narrator used to be best
friends with Kyndra. “It was
a long time ago. We grew
apar t ,” Tessa says. “She
hangs out with kind of older
k ids. We don’t have t hat
much in common anymore.”
Tessa’s new best friend is
Rocky.

Courtesy of KRT Campus

The girls and boys of “Laguna Beach: The Real OC” return for a third year of reality TV.

‘Laguna’ life takes over
MTV with new season
Pamela Sitt
KRT Campus

If this were an episode of
MTV’s “Laguna Beach,” I
would be on the phone with
Kyndra—the new queen bee
on season three, premiering
Wednesday—and we would
be gossiping about Lauren
and Jason, last seen enjoying
the sunset at their Barbie
Dream House in Malibu on
“The Hills.”
Me: “Did you hear they
broke up?”
Kyndra: “I knew they were
serious ... Lauren defi nitely
changed Jason for the better.
That’s sad, though.”
To watch “Laguna Beach”
i s t o b e c o m e i nt e n s e l y
involved, to a dist urbing
degree, in the soapy drama
of 17-year-olds.
It’s high school through
t he glossy lens of MT V,
where no one has bad

hair and life has its ow n
soundtrack.
“The season is a lot
more clique-y, and there’s
a lot more cattiness,” says
Kyndra, who made a brief
appearance with best friend
Cami in season two, which
is now on DVD.
In the premiere episode
(10 p . m . We d n e s d a y s ,
MTV ), Kyndra and Cami
quickly establish themselves
as the resident mean girls
of the new class when they
throw a party and freeze out
nice girls Tessa and Rocky.
They don’t care much for
Rock y, Ky ndra ex plains;
up until this year, “no one
really knew who she was.”
“For me and my
girlfriends, we’re honestly
embarrassed to be on the
level of being competitive
with them,” Kyndra says.
“We’re not competing with
them in any way. I think

there’s just tension between
her and Tessa and us and
our friends.”
So does t hat make
Kyndra the new Kristin and
Tessa the new Lauren? In
any case, the new Jessica
is undoubtedly ... the old
Jessica, who fi nds herself in
yet another potential love
triangle involving bad boy
Cameron, the new Jason.
Did she learn nothing from
high school?
“ We u sed to be rea l ly
good f riends when I was
a sophomore a nd Jessica
was a senior,” says Kyndra,
who may or may not be
said love triangle’s alleged
third party. “When she was
dating Jason, Jason’s best
friend was my boyfriend, so
we became really close.”
W hich doesn’t rule out
the possibility of a JessicaKyndra catfight over spring
break in Cabo. We hope.

R a q u e l a k a “ R o c k y ”:
Fo r m e r b e s t f r i e n d t o
Lauren’s little sister Breanna,
Rocky is now Tessa’s BFF
and is shunned by the Mean
Girls. Tessa and Rocky met
last year when they were
on the school dance team
together.
Cami: Appeared as Jason’s
ver y r a ndom prom date
on season two. Cami leads
t he popu la r cl ique w it h
her best friend Kyndra. “I
love Cami,” Kyndra says.
“She’s trustworthy and she’s
hilarious.”
Cameron: The resident
player in Laguna Beach is
dating Jessica but f lirting
with Kyndra when season
three begins. “I told [Jessica],
if you want him, you can
have him,” Kyndra says.
Kelan: The lead guitarist
in the band is good friends
with bandmate Chase. He’s
also the token senior of the
group.
Lexie: Pals with Kyndra
and Cami, but her dedication
to t ra i n i ng to become a
professional dancer takes
priority over boys and her
social life.
Breanna: Lauren’s little
sister reportedly has taken
to calling herself “BC” to
be more like her sister, aka
“LC.”

Tuna contaminated with high mercury count
Sandy Bauers
The Associated Press

P HI L A D E L P HI A — L e i l a
Va rel la’s son Da r iu s , 9,
no longer mu nches t u na
sandwiches for lunch. His
mother now regrets the slabs
of shark she tossed onto the
grill.
Tw o y e a r s a g o , a m i d
n at ion a l c onc er n ab out
mercur y in seafood, they
plucked strands of hair to
b e t e s t e d i n a n at io n a l
sur vey of mercur y levels
in the U.S. population by
the environmental group
Greenpeace.
Darius’ level was slightly
high, so Varella nixed the
fish.
“Mercury,” said Varella, “is
not something he needs.”
It’s not something anyone
needs. It can interfere with
fetal brain development. At
high enough levels, it can
cause other health problems
in children and adults.
As evidence of its harm
mou nt s , reg u l at or s a nd
public-health officials have
sought st ricter cont rols,
especially on t he biggest
sou rce: coal-f ired power
plants.
Mercury is every where.
Part of the Earth’s crust, it is
emitted naturally in volcanic
eruptions.
But humans are adding
f a r mo r e . A b o ut 10 0
manufact uring processes
use and emit some form of
mercur y — notably from
coa l-f i red p ower pl a nt s
— which then falls to the
ground and is transformed
b y m ic rob e s i n st rea m s
and lakes to the more toxic
methylmercury.

Little fish eat it, big fish eat
them, and the concentration
grows with each gulp. Then
people eat the big fish.
About 60 unsuspecting
children in New Jersey got
an extra portion when they
attended the Kiddie Kollege
day-care center in Franklin
To w n s h i p N . J . , l a t e r
discovered once to have been
a thermometer factory.
Te s t s s ho w e d t he a i r
inside had elevated mercury
levels, as did a third of the
children, who now require
monitoring.
“The reality is that mercury
is a ubiquitous environmental
toxin and a significant publichealth threat,” said Leonardo
Trasande of the Mount Sinai
Center for Children’s Health
and the Environment in New
York.
While exposure to mercury
vapor can be harmful, the
cases are isolated, often the
result of a child filching some
from a school chemistry lab
and playing with the silvery
substance.
By far, the most common
exposure in North America
is to methylmercury through
the consumption of fish.
The substance enters the
bloodstream. In a pregnant
woma n, it crosses t he
placenta to her fet us and
makes a beeline for the brain,
where it can prevent neurons
from forming connections.
Once that occurs, “you
can’t press rewind,” Trasande
s a id . “ You’v e lo s t y ou r
chance.”
Trasande has concluded
t hat a mong t he rough ly
four million children born
in the United States each
year, 300,000 to 600,000 are

likely to have reduced IQs
— anywhere from a smidgen
to as much as 24 points,
ma k i ng some ch ild ren
mentally retarded — because
of methylmercury toxicity.
Methylmercury in fish has
not been considered much
of a risk for most adults. But
new research suggests that
it could increase the risk
of cardiovascular disease
for men. Some st ud ies
have shown that prolonged
exposure to high levels of
methylmercury can harm the
heart, kidneys and immune
system.
Based on a study of fisheating populations in some
Pacif ic isla nds, t he EPA
has set a met hylmercur y
“reference dose” that is used
in policymaking.
But “the question is, is
there a lower limit of mercury
t hat is safe?” said Kev in
Osterhoudt, medical director
of the Poison Control Center
at Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia. “That requires
more research.”
About six percent of women
of childbearing age have
methylmercury levels near
the reference dose, putting
their unborn children at risk
for neurological damage,
c o n c l u d e d t h e C e nt e r s
for Disease Cont rol a nd
Prevention in 2005.
The EPA, in a mercury
“road map” released in July,
estimated 83 percent of the
mercur y deposited in the
United States originated from
other countries, blowing here
on the prevailing winds.
Earl ier t h is mont h,
more than 1,000 scientists
concluded at an international
merc u r y conference i n

Wisconsin that reductions
in U.S. emissions were being
offset by increases abroad.
“There’s a big concern
about industrialization in
China,” said James Hurley of
the University of Wisconsin,
cochair of the conference.
Just in one province, he said,
China plans to build more
than 10 coal-fi red plants by
2010.
Although the concern has
been about what happens
when t he em i s sion s h it
water way s a nd get i nto
f ish, a big quest ion is
whether breathing mercury
emissions is harmful, said
Ellen Silbergeld, professor
of env iron ment al healt h
sciences at the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public
Health.
Efforts continue to reduce
mercury exposure in other
ways. Newer thermometers
are made with a mercur y
substitute. Schools are taking
mercury out of chemistry
labs and replacing fluorescent
light fixtures because the
bulbs contain mercur y. A
mercury preservativeis no
longer used in childhood
vaccines. Although studies
have not proven a link, some
people are replacing metal
dental fillings, which contain
about 50 percent mercury.
M e r c u r y ’s r e a c h i s
w iden i ng. Scient ist s a re
f inding it in endangered
Florida pa nt hers, A rct ic
reindeer and forest
songbirds.
Once toxic metals such as
mercury get out, “it’s very,
very hard to put them back
in,” Silbergeld said. “They
really are the genies that get
out of the bottle.”

MusicGremlin oﬀers
alternative to iPod
Craig Crossman
The Associated Press

While Apple’s iPod is the
undisputed champion in the
MP3 player arena so far, it
still requires a computer
to use it. In fact, just about
every portable MP3 player
out there requires some
kind of computer hookup
so that you can download
music into to the attached
player. The computer also
let s you org a n ize you r
tunes and perform other
necessar y housekeeping
functions that allow you
to control, maintain and
organize everything else.
The player’s sole purpose
is to, well, play the MP3
fi les without having to lug
around the computer. But
now there’s a new player in
town that doesn’t require a
computer at all, and I say
it’s about time.
MusicGremlin just
launched their Gremlin
MG-1000 that fits in the
palm of your hand. It sports
a 2-i nc h , h igh- qu a l it y
color screen along with a
rounded square control pad
with a button at its center.
You nav igate t hrough a
series of hierarchical menus
by pressing the up, down,
left or right part of the
square pad and select via
the middle button. It’s very
intuitive. In fact, most of
the music selection process,
playlists and the like are
pretty much standard.
Adjusting the volume,
sett ing feat ures, seeing
displayed cover art,
s e le c t io n b y c h a n n e l s
organized by artist, genre,
mo o d , a nd st at u s ba r s
t hat indicate levels and
durations should hold no
surprises to anyone who
has used most any typical
MP3 player or an iPod. But
that’s where the similarities
end, because there’s a whole
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other world waiting outside
for this little player.
The big difference is that
your music is downloaded
over the air via any standard
Wi-Fi connect ion. The
number of available WiFi enabled areas in public
venues is gigantic and that
doesn’t include commercial
ho t s p o t s y o u f i n d i n
places like Starbucks. You
can download well over 2
million songs from many
of the top recording labels
and artists and the number
is growing fast.
To g e t m u s i c ,
MusicGremlin offers two
pay ment met hods. The
first is the a la carte iTunes
model where you pay 99
cents a song. The other
is t he A ll You Can Eat
Napster-like subscription
model where you pay
$15 a month. Under that
plan, you can download
as many songs as you like.
You also have full access to
the service on up to three
computers. Wit h eit her
plan, you can browse the
MusicGrem l i n Di rec t
music service and sample
whatever you want. You
can even choose to order
the actual CD. Make your
selections and when you
have an Internet connection,
the MusicGremlin
automatically places your
order and downloads your
music. And of course, it’s
now in your player so the
music goes where you go.
No longer are you tethered
to a computer.
MusicGremlin has plans
to add new features and
abilities but they’ve got
you covered there as well.
Currently the MG-1000
comes with 8 gigabytes of
memory, which is enough
t o s t ore a rou nd 1, 0 0 0
songs.
But then again, you can
also just buy an iPod.

can handle Bixler-Zavala’s
i ncreasi ngly redu nda nt
wails or Rodriguez-Lopez’s
e nd le s s a r r a n g e me nt s .
W hat no one wa nt s to
acknowledge is the eternal
albatross buoy ing ever y
Mars Volta release: Cedric
and Omar’s previous band,
At the Drive-In. There, I
said it.
Ultimately, those fans
driven to wear Mars Volta
shirts will buy the album.
Those who cont inue to
f i nd t hem a d ist u rbi ng
anomaly in the rock world
will chortle endlessly at the
somethingawful.com article
on them. The rest of us can
continue living our lives
peacefully, secure in the
knowledge that whatever
happens for t he rest of
2006, at least we always had,
um, “El Ciervo Vulnerado.”
Pass the bowl, brah.

unceremonious “rocking
out” i n t he conclusion.
That segues seamlessly to
“Tetragrammaton,” which
I don’t remember ver y
well because it sounds a
lot like “Vermicide.” And
“ M e c c a m p u t e c h t u r e .”
You’re getting the idea.
One particular moment
you’ll notice immediately is
the bongo drums that come
out of nowhere late into
“Day of the Baphomets,”
a not her f l i r t at ion w it h
something resembling a
song. Though it is a fleeting
moment, t hese precious
few minutes make it seem
like the structured pieces
of music weren’t some sort
of studio accident. Dude.
Killer.
A nother dramatic
dif ference is t hat I was
able to stay awake for the
duration of the album. It’s Comments on this story? E-mail
almost redemptive in that I gamecockfeatures@gwm.sc.edu

COMICS ● Continued from A7

a nd T hu r sday a nd c a n
answer any question about
comics.”
T h ac k er d id n’t s t a r t
reading comics until he was
18, but now he’s hooked. “I
started giving some to my
friends to read, and they’d
come by later and say,
‘Where’s the rest?’”
Crouch doesn’t want to
brag about Acme Comics.
He lo ve s it a nd w a nt s
ever yone else to love it,
too.
“Come in and just look
around,” he said “There’s
somet hing for ever yone
here.”

the door, reading comics.
“ Yo u c a n r e a d t h e
com ics before buy i ng
them, too,” he said. “A lot
of comic stores won’t even
let you take them out of
the packet.”
C rouc h i s a f r iend l y
guy with a “Paul Bunyani s h b e a r d ,” a c c o r d i n g
to Thacker, who wa nt s
h is c ustomers to feel
comfortable. If not hing
else, he wants people to
j u s t c ome i n a nd lo ok
around.
“Ever yone should
meet F l aco, t he com ic
g uy,” Crouch said. “He Comments on this story? E-mail
comes in on Wednesday gamecockfeatures@gwm.sc.edu
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Quigmans ◆ By Buddy Hickerson

Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

8/31/06

Brought to you by:

1
6
11
14
15
16
17
19
20
21
22
23
25
26
29
31
32
34
37
38
40
41
43
44
45
47
49
51
53
54
55
59
60

62
63
64
65
66
67

ACROSS
Potato state?
False name
Apron part
Stenographer
Big name in
insurance
Cuckoo bird
Composer’s
Hellenic humor?
EMT’s specialty
A pop
Searches for
Dull sound
Steffi Graf’s
husband
Strong cravings
Crosswise
Ex-pitcher Luis
“Michael
Collins” star
Mix
Stiffening
agent
Coffee vessel
Tint anew
So that’s it!
During flight
Java neighbor
Griffey, Jr.
Director
Lubitsch
Capital of New
Mexico
Woody Allen
movie
Island west of
Chile
Actress Jessica
Capp character
Hawkins
Taj Mahal site
Actress Zadora
Composer’s
phone
annoyance?
Links standard
French room
Roman Artemis
Pompous fool
Muslim prince:
var.
Simple protein

Sudoku

Solutions from Wednesday’s Crossword

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

12
13
18
22
24
25
26
27

DOWN
“Picnic”
dramatist
Mrs. Copperfield
Emblem ending
Donkey’s bray
Web address
ending
Of sound
Depicts
Joke response
Common
conjunctions
State
Composer’s
swimming
technique?
VCR port
Wrens and
larks
Corporate
documents
Albacore
Small cooker
GI’s W.C.
Calla lily, e.g.
Garr of
“Tootsie”

28 Composer’s
bicycle parts?
30 Leaves alone
33 Pilfer
35 Emeril’s title
36 Sharpen
39 Selleck movie
42 Song for Sills
46 “The School for
Scandal”
character
48 Calamitous

By Michael Mepham

49 Mothers of
Invention leader
50 Inventor Howe
52 One Astaire
54 Thailand, once
56 Tiny pest
57 Indian royalty
58 Ladd or Thicke
60 Baden-Powell’s
org.
61 Actress/director
Lupino

A College Girl Named Joe ◆ By Aaron Warner

08/30/06

Brought to you by:

Student Radio
Wed Sept 13. 8pm • RHUU 205

Level 1 2 3 4
How to Play
Complete the grid so each
row, column AND 3-by-3 box
(in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. Check
online at dailygamcock.com
for previous puzzles

the scene

USC

Havoc Din

Solutions from Tuesday’s Sudoku

Today
HAVOC DIN, UNIT 17, THE
DIRTY GUNS, DR. HARRY
WOO: $5 21 and over, $7
under. Doors open 8 p.m.
New Brookland Tavern, 122
State St.

© 2006 Michael Mepham. Distributed by Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.

HOROSCOPES
ARIES Would it be OK if
your work was fun? Can
you imagine reaching a
much larger market, too?
It’s within your reach.
TAURUS Discuss finances.
Specifically, make lists of
what you need. Estimate
costs and scratch off the
items you can do without.
GEMINI Put the word out,
and you’re liable to find
a person who can lend
a hand. You’re not too
proud to share the load,
are you? Of course not.
CANCER The workload
increases, but so does your
paycheck. You might even
get a bonus. Go for it.
LEO Accept compliments
graciously, but don’t take

them too seriously. Their
value is motivational, to
help you stay on course.
VIRGO You’ll sleep a lot
better tonight than you
have in a while, and you’ll
have sweet dreams. Keep
paper and pencil near
your bedside — you’ll
also get a brilliant insight.
LIBRA Your friends are
eager to tell you how to
run your life, as usual. This
time, however, they actually
may have something you
can use. Listen attentively.
SCORPIO Listen to the
feedback from the group.
They’ll tell you who has
the treasure, and where
you can find it. They
don’t need to come along.

Information is all you need.
SAGITTARIUS This time
when you’re tested, you’ll
respond with less anxiety.
You might even see the
humor in the situation.
CAPRICORN The issue
you’ve
been
avoiding
is
more
noticeable
now.
The
outcome
will be more favorable.
AQUARIUS You don’t have to
tell your friends everything.
Some topics are best left
unstirred. It’s not a sin to
indulge in pleasantries;
sometimes it’s a gift.
PISCES Review and revise
your pictures of what
you want to accomplish.
You can do this as you go
along. It isn’t cheating.

A Word for the Wise
hu—bris [hyoo -bris, hoo -]–noun
- excessive pride or self-confidence; arrogance
Ex: “The way John strutted down the Russell House corridor showed off his hubristic
personality.”
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To place a line classified ad

Line classified ad rates

Additional info

Phone: 803-777-3888 • Fax: 803-777-6482

First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

Additional options

DEADLINE

Box around ad: $1.25

Noon, 1 business day prior to publication

Logo insertion available for an additional cost

Visa, MasterCard and Discover are accepted

E-mail: sholmes@gwm.sc.edu
Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm
Russell House, Rm. 343
www.dailygamecock.com

NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS

Announcements

Housing-Rent

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
SCHOLARS/PROFESSORS
WELCOME BANQUET sponsored by
IFM Friday, Sept 1st, 6:30PM,
Family Life Center, First Presbyterian
Church, Washington & Bull St.
Good food, entertainment. Meet people
from many countries. FREE 799-3452 or
www.ifmusa.org for info/directions.

WELSFORD PROPERTY MGMT.
www.welsford.com 748-7755

DOG DAZE DAY CARE
KENNEL TRAINING
Now hiring for PT kennel staff. Need
someone to work mornings and afternoons M-F. Must be able to work some
weekends and holidays. Apply in person 7716 Garners Ferry Rd 695-0091.

We're looking for dependable, enthusiastic students to join the marketing dept.
Hourly pay + commission, M-F 4-9 p.m.,
no weekends. Call Melissa for an interview at (803) 333-0613.

Roommates
F/seeks/F for 1BR in 2BR 1BA cottage
near Cola Col. $325+util. No pets. Avail
immed. 202-270-4654.

Housing-Rent
HOMEVESTORS
www,columbia.homevestors.com

Call Rosie @ 931-8787
Cayce - 501 Picadilly Sq $560/mo
2BR 1.5BA brick townhouse, fp, carpet,
eat-in kitchen w/d.
Olympia - 130 Tryon St. $1200/mo
4BR 2BA new remodeled w/ hdwd flrs
Olympia - 216 Tryon St. $1200/mo
4BR 2BA Cute Charleston style house
w/porches, newly remodeled close to
USC. W/D
805 Maple - 4BR nice off Devine St.
near 5PTs. $995 799-9483
Townhouse Forest Acres
2BR 2
1.5BA fenced patio. $795 $1295 Furn
Incl. Water, cable TV & HS internet
conn. Call 843-832-0956

949 Texas St. $700
2BR 1BA LR w/fireplace eat-in kitchen
hwds w/d conn side by side refrigerator
dw No Pets Deposit $700
1309 Woodrow St. $775
3BR 1.5BA Spacious apt in established
Melrose Heights neighborhood. LR
eat-in kitchen hdwd flrs CH&A w/d conn
fp water included. Not Pets Deposit
$775
1319 Liberty Hill $425
2BR 1BA LR kitchen w/galley, refrigerator, free standing range, wall units
for cooling, gas heat. Deposit $425
1915-C Tall Pines $485
2BR 1BA Near South East shopping.
Stove, refrigerator, CH&A w/d conn.
Water included in rent. No Pets Deposit $485
113 South Parker A $475
1-2 BR 1BA hardwood flooring, eat-in
kitchen, LR refrigerator, stove, water included in rent, Pet Fee $200 Deposit
$475
525 Georgia $950
3BR 1BA LR eat-in kitchen with bar
area, stove refrigerator, beautiful sunroom with w/d conn. No Pets Deposit
$950

Housing-Sale
GranDevine Condo
New awesome Condo w/bult-in pool!
Available Sept 1st. in the heart of
Shandon. Great location. Safe & lovely.
Have your parents buy it and you move
in! Great investment for your parents,
excellent for you! Just call 419-9485.

For Sale

3BR 2BA Home in W. Columbia. Convient to downtown and airport. $850/Mo.
+ deposit. Call 513-4413.

Loft Bed w/mattress & box spring. Brand
new $1,000 622-8624.

Rentals Available, Close to Campus
Emmerski Enterpriss, LLC
Call 252-2996 or 446-7177

GET CHEAP TEXTBOOKS!
Search 24 bookstores in 1 click!
Shipping & taxes calculated. Try it now!
Go to http://www.bookhq.com

Room for Rent - 10 min from USC &
Tech. $400/mo util incld. Call 463-4473.

BEDS PILLOWTOP MATTRESS SETS
New in plastic. KING $350
QUEEN $250. Will Deliver 447-3037

3BR 1BA Rosewood $900
2BR 1BA Condo $530 w/pool Lake Katherine area
Rooms to Rent - Need your Own
space? BR shared BA & kit. $330 util
incld. Walk to USC. Call 463-5129

Parking
PARKING SPACES: Near South Tower
@ Pickens & Blossom. $220/semester.
Call 799-3452

Help Wanted
W. COLA - 1909 Ann St. 2BR 1BA
home with w/d fenced in back yard, pets
ok, .$690.Conv. to USC/Dwntwn. Call
Marlo 429-1486 or 407-6613.
OLYMPIA AREA2BR 1.5BA Duplex 2BR 2BA House
3BR 2BA House Call Jeff 238-9185.

Brand New Student Community in Columbia is looking for 3 PT leasing agents
to begin immediately. If you love meeting
and talking to people, have good interpersonal skills and are looking for an exciting career opportunity, please email
your
resume
to
shantelriddle@yahoo.com

PHONE SURVEYORS NEEDED
Excellent Student job
Evening hours/Great Pay!
Apply in person 1076 Sunset Blvd.
For directions only call 791-8644.
BARTEND up to $250/day . No exp
nec, training prov d 800-965-6520 X 253.
COLUMBIA YMCA
PT lifeguards & afterschool counselors
needed. For more info, call the Northwest Y at 407-0179 ext 22 or Lexington
Y at 359-33376 ext 14.
Harbison Recreation Center is hiring
Lifeguards. You must have current Lifeguard training , first aid and CPR-PR.
Flexible work hours are available. We
conduct background checks and drug
screenings on all new employees. If interested, please contact
Misti
Boone
@
781-2281
or
mboone@harbisonccommunity.com
Guy Landscaping
Have a PT office administrative position
open for a goal oriented, reliable person
wishing to gain experience in business.
No experience is necessary, but is a
definite plus. Person will gain knowledge
and insight on how a small business operates. Willing tow work around school
schedules. Tues/Thursday availability is
preferable. Competitive Pay.
Please call 422-2716.
LOCALS IN FIVE POINTS is looking for
hard-working and enthusiastic Bartenders 7 Doormen. Exp.helpful but not recess. Must be 21. Apply in person
4-7pm M-F.
Secretarial Position Available
$7-$8/hr 20-30/hrs/wk Flexible hrs
Affinity4 ISP, Columbia, SC Downtown
office seeking congenial, highly motivated individual to answer phones and
manage various priorities and PROVIDE
service and support to customers.
Principle accountabilities:
*Independent self starter
& problem solver
*Strong verbal & written comm. a must
*Computer skills a necessity
*Must be VERY comfortable speaking on
the phone with customers who are
sometimes confrontational.
Education and/or Experience
HS Diploma or GED required.
Apply in person M-F 9-5pm @
1233 Washington St. #201
Columbia,SC or send email resume to
jobs@affinity4.com EOE
Students looking for PT work, flexible
hours, evening. No selling. Knowledge of
computers a plus. Pleasant working conditions. Call Will or David at 799-5740.

Help Needed! Sept. 15, 22 & 23 to work
outdoor fresh fruit beverage stand..
Email
inquiry
to
Daisymsbeverages@earthlink.net
PT POSITION: SMALL PRINT SHOP
Duties include graphic design and layout, clerical support, customer, service,
operating copiers and folding machines.
Knowledge of Quark, Photoshop and Illustrator a plus. Email resume and salary
expectations
to;
HRNATHA@aol.com
PT med records assistant needed for
busy dermatology practice. Must be organized, motivated and a quick learner.
Fax resumes to 254-3883.
CLUB RA - Now hiring all positions
700-A Gervais St.
LAB TECHNICIAN
A mature, dependable person is desired
to fill a PT position in an aquatic toxicity
laboratory. Applicants must be able to
work weekends with a minimum of
20/hrs/wk, Applicants should have a science background and must have good
reading, writing, communication and
mathematical skills. Send resume to
Human Resources 106 Vantage Point
Drive, West Columbia, SC 29172
EOE/M/F/D/V
Columbia YMCA PT Sports Assistant
15-20/hrs/wk $7-9/hr. Exp pref. For more
info send resume to Uptown YMCA.
Attn David Snoodgrass 1420 Sumter
St. Columbia, SC 29201 or email
davidsnodgrass@columbiaymca.org
PT Dog Bather- Hi-energy fast paced.
Pref. exp. with dogs in workplace.
PT-M-F Must love dogs! Call 252-1080.

Help Wanted
Child Care
PT babysitter needed. Grad std or senior
in early childhood Ed. pref. for Thur
9-am-12pm. Call 376-6060.
Local church pre-school is looking for
caring individuals to work with children.
Positions available. Afternoon Teachers
& Substitute Teachers. Please call
771-1512 for more information.

Help Wanted
Afterschool
Programs
Afternoon teaching positions available
immediately at Chesterbrook Academy,
a preschool in NE Cola...only 15 min
from USC. A unique opportunity exists
for those students who love working with
children of all ages. Positions are available M-F afternoon, hours vary. For
more info call 699-9988
GET PAID TO PLAY!
Fun enthusiastic people needed for large
Child Development Center close to USC.
Afternoon positions available. Also substitute positions with variable hours.
Call 799-8533 ask for Carol or Traci.

Help Wanted
Instructors
Riding Instructor- CT Dressage, Hunter
Jumper, Exp. Req. 786-8400 Katelyn
Experienced
Personal
Trainers
needed. Located 5 minutes from campus. PT & FT available. Contact Matt
@ 799-9455 for details.

Help Wanted
Restaurants
CASHIERS/ COOKS
Part Time/ Full Time
WE TRAIN Apply now at any of
Maurice s Stores or at HQ at 1600
Charleston Hwy, W. Cola
Paulie s Pizzeria 1417 Forest Dr.
(across from Columbia Athletic Club)
now accepting applications for friendly
cashiers. Apply in person. 787-5005

LONGHORN STEAKHOUSE
IS NOW HIRING!
We re looking for servers, hosts and
kitchen help. Applicants must be available at least 2/wkday lunches.
Apply in person M-F 2-4pm at any of
our 3 Columbia locations: Gerviais St.
Harbison Blvd. or Decker Blvd.

P/T help needed. M-F 2:45-6pm.
$340/mo. .Must have reliable transportation to pick children up from Shandon
area school. Ref. needed. 463-1801.

Rookies Sports Bar is now accepting
applications for a PT bartender and servers. You must have a positive outgoing
personality, and prior experience is a
plus. Apply in person at 7167 Two
Notch Rd, in front of Columbia Mall.

Expectant mother of triplets needs PT
help in home w/cleaning & child care
during AM/hrs. Willing to offer live-in
situation for right person. Approx 15 min.
from USC. Call 699-9956 ask for Nikki.

Cooks needed at Publick House
Experience a plus, but we will train trustworthy people. All shifts are at night and
include nightly tipout. Call Mike at 2562625 after 2:30.

Help Wanted
Restaurants
ATTENTION STUDENTS!
MCALISTER S DELI
Now hiring for daytime shifts.. Have fun
at work and enjoy a job with flexible
hours and great pay! Unlimited opportunities. Apply in person daily 2-5 at any
location: Spring Valley, Forest Drive,
Harbison or Lexington.

Help Wanted
Runners
PT courier needed immediately!
This positions includes general office
duties/delivery. Flexible daytime hours.
Please call 254-2695.
Courier/Mail/File Clerk(s) needed for
law firm for immediate start. Must have
some experience. Should be able to
work a minimum of 15-25/hrs. M-F. Must
be able to work as early as 9:00 am and
must own reliable transportation. Call
790-2626 to set up interview. Ask for
Deanna.
Busy law firm looking for a P/T runner..
Please fax resume & available hours
798-3635.

Help Wanted
Tutors
Student requires a tutor to help preparing for the exam “Principles of Teaching
& Learning”. Please call the following #
and lv msg w/name & phone # where
you could be located. 791-3429

Opportunities
Earn income around your class schedule. Call 877-878-7104 for more info.

Work Study
Opportunities
$8/HR!
NEED 2 WORK-STUDY
FINANCE ASSISTANTS:
Finance office @ SC Vocational
Rehabilitation Dept near Airport desires
two students to assist with accounting
duties. Please call Cathy Smith @
896-6533 for interview EOE
To work 6-12/hrs/wk $6.50/hr.
Call Sarah at 777-4864

Travel
Travel with STS to this year s top 10
Spring Break destinations! Best deals
guaranteed! Highest rep commissions.
Visit
www.ststravel.com
or
call
1-800-648-4849. Great group discounts.

THERE'S NO OTHER COURSE LIKE IT.
FOR STARTERS,YOU GET PAID TO TAKE IT.

Get up to $20,000 a year in scholarships in your college's Army ROTC program. You will graduate as an Officer, a leader
of the U.S. Army.

®

ENTER THE GAMECOCK BATTALION AS A STUDENT; LEAVE AS A LEADER. REGISTER NOW FOR ARMY 101.
For details, contact Major Shane Ousey at 803-777-3639 or ousey@gwm.sc.edu
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After injury, personal mishaps, Syvelle Newton hopes his number is

Jonathan Hillyard
SENIOR WRITER

Surely this was it. After an up-and-down career that had
its major highs and major lows, surely he couldn’t rebound
from this. Those were the thoughts of Gamecock nation as
Syvelle Newton lay on the turf on Oct. 22, 2005.
In what seemed to be typical Syvelle Newton fashion, the
junior from Marlboro County High School had shocked
Carolina fans with one of the more impressive individual
performances in recent memory against an unsuspecting
Vanderbilt defense, only to have his career in doubt minutes
later.
As he dashed 10 yards and found the endzone, Newton
struggled to get up and finally convinced teammates
to leave him alone. Minutes later, team doctor Rod
Walters told coach Steve Spurrier he believed
Newton tore his Achilles’ tendon on the play,
an injury that would not only certainly end his
season, but could end his career.
The Achilles’ injury was just the tip of the
iceberg of Newton’s erratic career. Highly
touted out of Marlboro County High School,
rivals.com rated Newton as the No. 5 dualthreat quarterback in the nation. Having
narrowed down his list of schools to the
two in-state powers USC and Clemson,
New ton shocked a loc a l telev ision
audience when he donned the orange and
purple of Clemson before switching and
saying he would sign with then-coach
Lou Holtz and South Carolina.
“As long as they stick by their
prom ise to me, I’l l st ick by
t hem.” New ton told r iva ls.
com i n t he fa l l of 20 02.
And what is that promise?
“ To b e t h e s t a r t i n g
quarterback as a freshman,” he
said. “As long as that looks
like it will happen, I’ll

be a Gamecock.”
Newton did become a Gamecock, but the promise he
hoped would stick didn’t quite pan out. As a freshman,
Newton was moved to receiver, but immediately made an
impact on offense. In the 2003 season, Newton was third on
the team in receiving, catching 22 passes for 277 yards. But
it wasn’t enough to keep Newton from following his dream
of being the starting quarterback.
When the time came for spring practice before the 2004
season, Newton was again lined up at quarterback but was

again not at the top of the depth chart. He began the season
as the second-string quarterback behind fi fth-year senior
Dondrial Pinkins.
However, after suffering an injury early in the season,
Pinkins was out and Newton was in. He burst onto the scene
against South Florida on Sept. 19, 2004, completing 13 of 23
passes for 324 yards and 3 touchdowns of 56, 55 and 73 yards
to wide receiver Troy Williamson.
Throughout the course of the 2004 season, Newton
started five games at quarterback and led the team with
1,093 yards passing and 6 touchdowns. But even after
winning a sixth game to become bowl eligible against
Arkansas, the trouble was not over for Newton and the
Gamecocks. Against Clemson on Nov. 19, 2004, late in
the fourth quarter, Newton threw a pass and was hit by a
Clemson defensive end just as he released the ball. What
ensued was a bench-clearing melee with Newton in the
middle that cost both teams a bowl berth and again kept the
Gamecocks home for Christmas.
Enter new football coach Steve Spurrier. Newton
approached Spurrier and asked to move back to receiver
for the 2005 season, and Spurrier complied. Problems
solved. Not yet. In January 2005, Newton and five
other Gamecocks were charged with petit larceny for
an incident involving missing equipment and other
miscellaneous items from Williams-Brice Stadium.
New ton appl ied for a nd wa s g r a nted pre -t r ia l
intervention, allowing him to avoid being kicked off the
team.
“Well, of course what we did was wrong,” Newton said
after the incident. “But that’s behind us now. It’s over.
We’re back to where we are and we’re moving forward.
We have to keep on moving.”
And keep on moving he did. As he did in his first
two seasons, Newton found the field quickly in 2005
and immediately made an impact. In the season opener
against UCF, Newton took a Blake Mitchell screen pass
and dashed 25 yards for a touchdown. He would stay at
receiver for seven games in 2005 and caught 27 passes for
297 yards. Late in the game against Kentucky on Oct. 15,
Spurrier inserted Newton at quarterback when the game
was in hand. Newton promptly railed off a run of
32 yards and ended the game with a 16-yard
touchdown scamper.
At that point, Spurrier decided he
had to fi nd a way to get the ball in his
playmaker’s hands. And that’s what
he did. In an impressive display of
LUCKY 13 ● B2
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USC receiver Syvelle Newton has recovered from a torn
Achilles’ tendon suffered last fall. Newton will split time
as a receiver, running back and quarterback.
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Gamecocks open season against SEC foe
Michael Aguilar
THE DAILY GAMECOCK

This time last year was
a t ime of myster y a nd
wonder ment . A worldclass coach stormed into
C olu mbia a nd d r ug t he
football program through
the mire left after a seasonending brawl at Clemson.
The sky was the limit for the
future.
A year into his reign, Steve
Spurrier brings an obviously
dif ferent at t it ude to t he
t able a s t he G a mecock s
prepare to face off against
Mississippi State. Last year,
before the opener against
the Universit y of Central
Florida, there were questions
about the ability of a young
starting quarterback, a noname receiving corps, a lack
of running game, and holes
in the defense.
But t hings changed
quickly.
Ju n ior Bla ke M itchel l
has solidified himself, not
only as Carolina’s starting
quarterback, but as one of the
premier signal-callers in the
SEC. Mitchell is the second
h ighe st r ated ret u r n i ng
quarterback in t he SEC ,
behind only Florida’s Chris
Leak, who many consider to
be a Heisman frontrunner.
“Blake is more
knowledgeable this year and
ready to go,” Spurrier said.
“He really has the potential
to be a big time player. He
could be the best quarterback
in the conference this year.”
Mitchell has shown much
improved decision-making
a nd on-t he-go t h i n k i ng
skills in practice this offseason. This will be aided
by t he emergence of not

just a good receiving corps,
but an all-star receiv ing
corps. Sophomore Sidney
Rice’s name hardly has to
be mentioned, as he makes
an appearance on nearly all
pre sea son A l l-A mer ic a n
lists.
Ret urning f rom injur y
is senior Sy velle Newton,
who threatens to do damage
a n y w he r e o n t he f ie ld .
Also returning, with more
experience, is sophomore
Kenny McKinley. Freshman
tight end Jared Cook has
the hands and speed to beat
a safet y and t he size and
blocking abilit y to keep a
Bulldog linebacker wary on
running plays.
Contrasted with last year,
when no one k new which
running back would get the
call to start, or even who
would get the most carries
because no one had stood
out as a starter, this year’s
cont rovers y is over who
should be featured in the
G a mecock g rou nd ga me
because too much talent has
appeared in the backfield.
“ Wel l obv iou sly M i ke
and Cory are our top two
running backs,” Spurrier
said. “Cory and Mike are
two outstanding backs and
t he one t hat seems to be
running the best that day
will get the most carries, but
right now we see them as
pretty even.”
Sophomore Mike Davis
proved in the final games
of last season that he could
carry a feature back’s load.
Junior Cory Boyd returns
from suspension the speed
and size to split out wide
or line up in the backfield.
MSU ’s defen sive l i ne is
one of the strongest in the

nation, but it is doubtful they
will have the stamina to keep
up with these two backs.
The defense is unproven,
but there is a conf idence
in it that was lacking last
year. Many freshmen and
transfers, such as cornerback
Captain Munnerly n,

defensive end Rodney
Paulk, defensive end Casper
Br i n k ley a nd l i nebacker
Jasper Brinkley, have proved
themselves in practice to be
talented enough to compete
with any Division I talent
a nd have gar nered t he
respect of the older players

on the team.
“These guys that are here,
t hey are good enough to
have the speed and the talent
of those guys that we lost last
year,” Newton said. “They’re
filling in the spots great.”
Spurrier said his team is
going to compete its heart

out and try to learn.
“My g ut feeling is that
we are building a team to
compete at the top. We are
building it,” he said.

Comments on this story? E-mail
gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu

Katie Kirkland / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC quarterback Blake Mitchell has solidified his position as starter for the Gamecocks.
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running, passing and catching, Newton
dazzled a capacity crowd at WilliamsBrice Stadium and t he Vanderbilt
defense, completing 3 of 4 passes for
46 yards and 2 touchdowns, carrying
the ball 15 times for 80 yards and a
touchdown, and catching the ball once
for 8 yards.
And then it happened — again. A
torn Achilles’ tendon ended his season.
Ju st when New ton seemed to be
excelling — again. Immediately after
he just put his team in a position to win
— again. This time it was more than
a game on the line and more than a
position switch — it was his career.
“I’m going to try to get it better, get
it right, but if it doesn’t work there’s life
after football,” Newton said just two
days after the injury. “It’s going to be
hard to deal with it.”
Now Newton faced the toughest
obstacle of his tumultuous career. After
multiple months on crutches, the rehab
began. The rehab was so intense and
difficult that Newton admits he almost
gave up.

“It was hard for me,” Newton said.
“There were a couple times when I
wanted to hang it up. But in the end I
knew I had to get back.”
Behind him, pushing him to get back
on track and back on the field was his
older brother Cam, who was a standout
at Furman Universit y and is now a
defensive back for the Atlanta Falcons.
And so Newton kept showing up.
He kept working out. Starting with
f lexibility training to get movement
back in his foot, the trainers eventually
worked Newton through speed walking,
light jogging, sprints and then through
change of direction workouts. When
fall practice arrived, to the surprise of
many, Newton was ready to go.
“Sy velle has done well,” Spurrier
said. “He’s ready to play some receiver.
He could play tailback and he could
quarterback so he’s flexible to play a lot
of positions. He’s pretty close (to 100
percent).”
Newton said he is 20 pounds lighter
than he was at this time last year in
an effort to take some pressure off his
recovered tendon. He also expects to
be thrust right back into the spot he

B3

was at when he was injured and said
that is where he wants to be.
“Being a big part of the offense is a
big thing for me,” Newton said. “After
coming off the injury and being able to
say that I can do more than one thing,
that’s big to me. I’ll do anything to
help the team out.”
Now it is clear that Newton will start
his farewell tour tonight in Starkville,
Miss. In what has been a career marked
by ups and dow ns, he k nows t hat
not everybody gets another chance,
something Newton has received on
more than one occasion.
“The good Lord blessed me giving
me another chance to play football, and
I’m happy for it. It’s another journey
on every day. You never know what’s
gonna happen.”
So now Newton will return to what
he knows best — football. And he’ll
g ive it one more shot doing what
he does best — mak ing something
happen.
Comments on this story? E-mail gcksprts@
gwm.sc.edu

“The good Lord blessed me giving me
another chance to play football, and
I’m happy for it. It’s another journey
on every day. You never know what’s
gonna happen.”
-Syvelle Newton

Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Syvelle Newton
6’ 0” - 218 lbs. • Senior

2003

13

2005

Under then coach Lou Holtz, Newton transformed from a high
school quarterback to a college receiver, finishing second to Troy
Williamson on the team with 277 yards. He did attempt two
passes and four rushes, but failed to score his freshmen season.

It Newton a good portion of the season to find his role in new
coach Steve Spurrier’s offense, but when the Vanderbilt game
was played he was at his best. Spliting time between quarterback, running back, and wide receiver, Newton tallied 80 yards
rushing, 46 yards passing, and caught one pass for eight yards
all while scoring three touchdowns. However, he suffered a
season ending torn Achilles tendon near the games end.

2004

2006

Came into his second year as the No. 2 quarterback behind
Dondrial Pinkins but was thrust into a rotating starter mode
when Pinkins sustained a shoulder injury. Managed to pass for
1,093 yards and six scores, including a 324 yard, three score
game against UCF and a game winning pass against Arkansas.
Was also on the receiving end of the punch that ultimately led
to the USC-Clemson brawl.

Fully recovered from his injury, Newton will look to once
again be the mulit-talented threat for the USC offense. His
ability at three different offensive positions will provide the
Gamecocks with an arsenal of uses for him. Could be a
compliment to Sidney Rice in the receiving unit, another
threat at the deep running back position, or a possible
mobile quarterback if needed.

Head Coach, Steve Spurrier

Head Coach, Sylvester Croom

Davis Wade Stadium at Scott Field

August 31, 2006
Kickoff 8 p.m. on ESPN

VS.
Stanley Doughty,

nose tackle #55
Even though Doughty is in the doghouse with the coaching staff for some reason,
he could have an impact on this game. If he gets playing time, look for “Cheese” to
put some pressure on the running and passing game of Miss St.
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Edge:

USC

Sidney Rice,
wide receiver #4

With Jeramie Johnson in the
Bulldog secondary, Rice will be
covered well. The All-SEC performer
is facing a solid defense to start his
sophomore campaign, but it still
could be the Blake Mitchell-toSidney Rice air show.
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CHALLENGE

Stanford at 21 Oregon
Rutgers at UNC

free safety #34
This guy is the All-SEC player to watch for. His four interceptions last fall were
tied for league best and he has a nose for knowing where the ball is going. Johnson
can keep passing opportunities at a minimum even for the best receiving corps in
the league.

USC

quarterback #7

His two-touchdown/six-interception
ratio isn’t going to strike fear into
opposing defenses, but it’s his team to
lead. Henig is the Bulldogs’ signalcaller and the sophomore has a lot
of growing up to do as he starts the
year against an SEC defense.
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THE CHALLENGE: Every week, The Daily Gamecock’s readers and staff test their sports knowledge with game predictions.

Alex Riley

AJ BEMBRY

MATT MOORE

TOM BENNING

JAKE BROOM

Sports Editor,

Asisstant
Sports Editor,
The Daily Gamecock

Staﬀ Writer,

Staﬀ Writer,

The Daily Gamecock

The Daily Gamecock

Columnist,

The key matchup is Rice vs. Jermaine
Johnson. The key stat is Davis and Boyd
combine for three rushing TDs. The key
victor y is when the winner has sole
possession of first place in the SEC. The
loser is in the basement. Picks: Oregon,
UNC, Tennessee, UVA, Notre Dame, So.
Cal, Louisville, Miami, SMU, USC 34-9

The only way Miss. St. pulls this one off
is if the United Dairy Farmers of America
smuggles in 50,000 cowbells. Even then, it
would be a long shot. Picks: Oregon, UNC,
Tennessee, Pittsburgh, Notre Dame, So.
Cal, UK, Miami, Texas Tech, USC 31-10

The Daily Gamecock

Steven Van Haren
Editor-in-chief,
The Daily Gamecock

The Daily Gamecock

This
could
be you

Kyle Dawson
Reader of
the Week

9 Cal at 23 Tennessee
Virginia at Pittsburgh
2 Notre Dame at Georgia Tech
6 Southern Cal at Arkansas
Kentucky at Louisville
11 FSU at 12 Miami
SMU at 25 Texas Tech
USC at Miss. St

USC’s offense isn’t just solid — it’s
downright stunning at times. As long
as Mitchell can keep his eye on those
defensive backs the Gamecocks will be
fine. As for the cowbells … it’s better than
Rocky Top or Tiger Rag. Picks: Oregon,
UNC, Cal, Pittsburgh, Notre Dame, So. Cal,
Miami, Texas Tech, USC 28-10

People are underestimating Miss. St.’s
defense, but Carolina’s offense should be
good enough to win. Davis is primed for an
SEC coming out party, but Rice’s shoulder
may be worse than the coaching staff is
letting on. Picks: Oregon, UNC, Tennessee,
UVA, Georgia Tech, Arkansas, Louisville,
Miami, Texas Tech, USC 17-14

The Gamecocks have enough speed,
athleticism at the skill positions to
overcome their inexperience on defense.
USC’s new defensive star ters are a
concern, but Miss. St.’s offense is just bad
enough for it not to matter. Pick: Oregon,
UNC, Cal, Pittsburgh, Notre Dame, So. Cal,
Louisville, Miami, Texas Tech, USC 27-13

Both teams are looking to grab momentum,
as each faces an SEC powerhouse in week
2. But Spurrier and the boys were here
last year and the first national telecast of
the year will show a relaxed Mitchell lead
USC to a win. Picks: Stanford, UNC, Cal,
So. Cal, Notre Dame, So. Cal, Louisville,
Miami, Texas Tech, USC 27-10

Plain and simple, Mississippi State can’t
move the ball. Coach Croom had better
pray to dear, sweet, 8-pound, 6-ounce
Baby Jesus that Cory Boyd doesn’t knock
someone’s head off. Picks: Oregon,
Rutgers, Cal, Pittsburgh, Notre Dame,
So. Cal, Louisville, FSU, Texas Tech , USC
31-16

Want to be reader of the week? E-mail your picks for next week’s games to gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu and see if you have the best knowledge of college football action around the country. Make
sure to include your prediction for the score of the USC game as a tie breaker. Check the The Daily Gamecock Sports on Monday for the winners or log on at dailygamecock.com. Good Luck
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Bulldogs set to rebuild
Mississippi State mixes veterans, rookies for difficult season schedule ahead

AJ Bembry
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR

Thomas Wells / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Mississippi State quarterback Michael Henig works on getting his timing down with his
receivers during preseason practice Aug. 16.

It cer t a i n ly shou ld be
strength vs. strength as the
Ca rol i na of fense t ussles
a g a i n s t t he M i s s . St at e
defense in Starkville tonight.
A s opt im ist ic as ma ny
Gamecock fans are about
Spurrier’s second edition of
the Cock-N-Fire offense, the
Bulldogs are about Sylvester
Croom’s veteran defense.
Croom, in his third year at
the helm of MSU’s program,
has been less than stellar in
rebuilding State. Former
coach Jack ie Sherril lef t
Starkville in a shambles akin
to Brad Scott’s final Carolina
teams, and Croom has been
diligently trying to pick up
t he pieces. The A labama
g r ad a nd for mer G re en
Bay Packers assistant feels
conf ident that this year’s
incarnation of Maroon will
be ready to play.
“For the last two seasons…
it was all about building and
get t ing to a point where
you actually had a chance to
compete. Today we are at the
point where we have a chance
to compete,” Croom said at a
recent press conference.
“I feel like if we play well,
we have a chance to win the
football game. The last two
years, we had to play above
our heads and the other team
had to play below its level
for us to even have a chance.
That’s not the case now — if
our players play as well as
they can play, then we have
a chance to win this football
game.”

Croom has a reason to feel
this way; his defensive line is
anchored by senior tackles
Deljua n Robi nson a nd
Andrew Powell and senior
end Michael Heard. A s a
whole, the Bulldog defense
is chock f u l l of veter a n
uppercla s smen, a s eight
starters are juniors or seniors.
Of t he t h ree you ngest
defenders, sophomore Jamar
Chaney is penciled in at
weakside linebacker, while
fellow sophomores Derek
Pegues and Keith Fitzhugh
are starting in the secondary
at cornerback and strong
safety, respectively.
“It always starts with the
kicking game and defense.
I want to see if our defense
is as good as I think it is,”
Croom said.
“We have worked awful
hard since our last game back
in November and now we
get a chance to show what we
have done, show all the hard
work and the improvements
that we have made.”
Croom believes that the
key for his team’s success
against Carolina is to shut
down star receiver Sidney
Rice.
“It starts with Sidney Rice
— he is a great player. He
has got to be one of the best
receivers in the country,”
Croom said. “He ref uses
to get beat i n defensive
cover age. I ’m s u re t he y
are going to try to get the
football to him in a multitude
of ways”
As solid as MSU’s defense
figures to be, the Bulldog
of fense is young and
u nproven. La st sea son’s

standout tailback, Jerious
Norwood, was drafted by
Atlanta in the third round
of the 2006 NFL Draft after
racking up 1,136 yards and
6 touchdowns in his senior
season. W it h h is out put
gone, Croom and company
are relucta nt ly cou nt ing
on sophomore quarterback
Michael Henig to lead an
of fen se w it h on ly t h ree
seniors.
“Mike (Henig) has started
some ballgames but he has
not started a full season,”
Croom said. “There is no
quest ion (our of fense is)
better, but then again we
couldn’t be any worse.”
Miss. State has a similar
predicament as Carolina
with their offensive line.
Its youth and inexperience
— only one senior, tackle
Brian Anderson, is starting
— lends itself to an almost
l i m it less col lec t ion of
m i x-a nd-match l i nemen,
but Croom isn’t terribly
concerned by a possible lack
of cohesion.
“We have made a lot of
progress in t he offensive
line,” he said. “We will play
all of our offensive linemen
… There is no question that
we are a lot better there than
we were this time last year.”
St ill, all quest ions and
match-ups aside, Croom
and his Bulldogs are ready
to roll.
“I think our players and
myself are at a point now
where we are tired of talking
— its time to play.”
Comments on this story? E-mail
gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu
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Wide receivers

Linebackers

Miss St. — Omar Conner is a former
qua r terback a nd Keon Hu mph r ies
is a sophomore with little playing time.
Although Conner’s passing threat does add a
dimension to the Bulldogs’ attack, it isn’t one
the Gamecocks shouldn’t be familiar with
(Syvelle Newton). Tight end Eric Butler does
hold the school record for carrier TD’s for a
tight end with 7.
USC — In two words — Sidney Rice. But,
even though Rice is the proverbial phenom,
the question is, who will provide the No. 2
threat? Kenny McKinley and Jared Cook
look solid, with Moe Brown and OJ Murdock
vying for playing time. The X-factor comes
in the form of the multi-talented Syvelle
Newton who can line up as a passer, runner
and receiver all in the same drive.
Edge: USC

Miss St. — All three of MSU’s linebackers
are talented, with Quinton Culberson and
Gabe O’Neal being the two featured names.
Jamar Chaney is talented but still young as a
sophomore, but with help from the veteran’s
Chaney has become a fast learner.
USC — Marvin Sapp and Dakota Walker
are back, but Walker could see more time
at defensive end than in the second layer.
Jasper Brinkley has been making a name for
himself offseason with his hitting ability and
speed. But it could be rookie Rodney Paulk
who gets the nod if Spurrier needs a quick
and strong younger player on the field.
Edge: Miss St.

Offensive line
Miss St. — The Bulldog line is filled with
younger guys. Really big younger guys.
Senior anchor Brian Anderson will hold
down the left-tackle position and is the elder
on the two-deep chart. All five players come
in at more than 290 pounds, making even
the youngest guys a sight to see.
USC — With a patchwork offensive line,
the Gamecocks will be short on experienced
faces. But Remington Watch List center
Chris W hite is solid, along with Jamon
Meredith and Gurminder Thind. The front
five face a tough challenge in a veteran
defensive front four.
Edge: Miss St.

Defensive line
Miss St. — If there is one area where the
Bulldogs are deep, it’s their defensive line.
Three seniors and a junior are arguably
one of the tops in the country with Michael
Heard holding down the right-end position.
This unit can stop the run if the Gamecock
offensive line can’t open any lanes early.
USC — Stanley Doughty has lost the
weight the coaches asked of him, yet for
some reason he isn’t in the starting rotation.
Dought y, who was expected to lead the
line, continues to be a topic of conversation
not for what he is doing, but what he isn’t.
Marque Hall is a featured young player on
the front, while Jordin Lindsey is back to
bring speed to an undersized unit.
Edge: Miss St.

Secondary
Miss St. — Jermaine Johnson is the heart
of this unit. After tying for the league lead
in interceptions last fall with 4, Johnson is
an All-SEC performer who brings quickness
and a knack for finding the ball to the table.
David Heard is a fellow senior who has big
play ability, but two sophomores could be
tested in this game.
USC — With Ko Simpson and Johnathan
Joseph gone, Fred Bennett is the only constant
face for the USC secondary. Carlos Thomas
has been a solid player since converting from
wide receiver, but the question remains about
the starting job at safety. With some of the
possible starters out because of suspension,
it could come down to freshmen such as
Emanuel Cook and Captain Munnerlyn.
Edge: Miss St.

Special teams
Miss St. — Three kickers hold down the
three different positions for MSU, with
senior Keith Andrews being the only senior
to start. Conner, whose talent list seems to
be unending, also returns punts.
USC — Ryan Succop has the best leg
of any kicker at USC in the past 10 years,
but his accuracy has come into question.
Thomas, McKinley and Boyd could all see
chances at returning kicks this fall.
Edge: USC

Comments on this story? E-mail gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu
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National stage set
for prime showdowns
Heisman contenders,
BCS games highlight
Week 1 matchups
Matt Moore
STAFF WRITER

After months of the same
old web gems on Baseball
Ton ig ht a nd p ok e r a nd
da r t s clut ter i ng t he a i r
waves, we finally get to look
forward to real television
entertainment. We now get
to enjoy what is truly the
most wonderful time of the
year, sure Christmas is good
but come on people, this is
college football.
We have officially made
it to Week 1. Week 1 of
upset specials, Week 1 of
Heisman hopefuls, Week 1
of College Gameday on the
T V the moment my head
pops off the pillow Saturday
morning.
So come with me as I take
you on the journey of what
will be in this glorious Week
1.
W he n lo o k i n g at t he
schedule of events for this
week I not iced t he on ly
match up with serious BCS
implicat ions, t hat’s right
BCS implications already,
was No. 9 Cal at No. 23
Tennessee.
This is really the only nonconference game for either of
these two teams, and when
it comes down to computer
rankings in December for
at-large bids, the winner of
this game should be sitting
pretty.
The biggest addition UT
made in the off-season was
not an outstanding freshman
or a key transfer. Tennessee
was able to bring offensive
coordinator David Cutcliffe
back on board to help with a
few quarterback woes. With
Erik A inge under center,
U T looked shak y at best
last season. Ainge managed
to pass for 737 ya rds, 5
touchdowns and 7 picks.
What should help Ainge
is t he man lining up
behind him. A rian Foster
ended his f reshman year
with five straight 100-yard
performances including a 223
outburst against Vanderbilt.
These two, along with the
rest of the Tennessee offense
are going to have to put up
points.
Tennessee is 23-0 when
scoring 30 points or more
over t he past f ive years.
When they don’t reach the
30-point mark, the Vols are
a not-so-hot 21-19.

C a l i s de a l i n g w it h a
quarterback controversy of
its own, but whoever wins
the job will get to throw to
standout receiver DeSean
Jackson. Jackson finished
w it h 601 yards of f of 38
receptions, finding the end
zone seven times.
Tennessee won the last
meeting between these two
teams back in 1987 in a 3812 blowout. Expect this one
to be a little closer.
Cal 28 – Tennessee 31
Monday Night Football
takes on a dif ferent look
this week as No. 11 Florida
St at e c ol l ide s w it h No.
12 Hurricanes of Miami,
hopef ully leav ing out
Hurricane Ernesto.
W hen these t wo teams
met to open up last season
only one word could be used
to describe the performance.
Sloppy. Florida St. pulled out
a 10-7 win as neither team
could even sniff the end zone
in the second half.
I prom ise you bet ter
football on this Labor Day
cla sh. F SU qu a r terbac k
D r e w We at her f ord a nd
M iam i quar terback Kyle
Wright have a year under
their belts, and better teams
to boot.
Bot h tea ms have sol id
ground games and talent all
over the place at the wide
receiver position, proving
the fact the state of Florida
really does produce athletes.
If you weren’t sure of that
fact, I don’t know quite how
you managed to make it this
far in the article.
This will come down to
who gets stops in crucial
points. The answer? Miami.
FSU looks good at the start
of the game, but a severe lack
in depth could come back
to haunt them in the fourth
quarter.
Miami’s defense led by the
enormous Kareem Brown at
left tackle (6 feet 4 inches,
307 pounds) should be just
fine in the Orange Bowl.
Ju st watch out for a
r e m a t c h i n D e c e m b e r.
Bobby Bowden may let you
keep your job Coach Coker
(see son Tommy and good
pal Chuck Amato), but I’d
hate to have to play him
twice in the same year.
Florida State 17 – Miami
28
In what will be the game of
the week, the No. 2 Fighting
Irish of Notre Dame come
d o w n s out h t o t a k e o n
Georgia Tech.
It is almost a given the
Notre Dame offense will
perform, but you never really
know with Reggie Ball and

Georgia Tech.
Brady Quinn’s numbers
are basically untouchable,
65 percent passing with 3919
yards and 32 touchdowns.
Fifteen of those touchdowns
went to w ideout Jef f
Samardzija who caught 77
balls for 1,249 yards.
The of ten, overlooked
running back Darius Walker
racked up 1196 yards and 9
touchdowns. He also had 43
receptions, giving hundreds
of linebackers all over the
country fits.
Those three guys are on
quite a few Heisman lists
along with Georgia Tech
receiver Calvin Johnson who
can get down the field and
up in the air with the best
of them.
Johnson is 6 foot 4 inches,
230 pounds (see Rice, Sidney)
and is purely a playmaker.
The problem lies in the fact
someone has to get him the
ball.
Quarterback Reggie Ball
has successfully developed
the reputation of inconsistent,
and rightfully so. In three of
last season’s four losses, Ball
threw more than one pick.
The same goes for four of
the five Yellow Jacket losses
in 2004.
With Ball go the Jackets
a nd I’m ex pec t i ng good
things, at least in this one
game. I hear upsets special
ringing in the distance …
but not so fast my friend.
Notre Dame is just too good
to lose its opener, ruining
title hopes.
Notre Dame 35 – Georgia
Tech 34
Ot her games of t he
glorious Week 1:
B o s t o n C o l l e g e 14
– Central Michigan 10
The Eagles will get a scare
from the Chippewas wining
in comeback fashion before
the Tigers roll into town.
Rutgers 20 – Nor t h
Carolina 21
U NC hangs on to t his
one. They probably won’t
hang on to too many more.
Virginia 31 – Pittsburgh
21
The Cavilers will have to
enjoy it while it lasts. The
second half of the season
could produce zero wins.
Auburn 49 – Washington
State 21
Could this be the start of
a title run?
C lem son 55 – F lor ida
Atlantic 10
One easy one before one
of the tougher road trips in
college football.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu

Matt’s Top 10

Matt’s Heisman List

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Notre Dame
Auburn
Ohio State
West Virginia
Texas
Southern Cal
California
Louisville
Miami (Fl)
Florida

Brady Quinn
Adrian Peterson
Ted Ginn Jr.
Sidney Rice
Running Backs
Marshawn Lynch
Steve Slaton
Kenny Irons
Darius Walker

five
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Questions

with Jake Broom

1

The good news for Mississippi
State fans is that the Bulldogs have a
ton of starters from last year’s team
returning. What’s the bad
news?
T h e b a d n e w s i s t h at
MSU has a ton of starters
ret urning f rom team last
year that went 3-8 overall and
1-7 in the SEC. They only
beat Murray State, Tulane Jake
and Ole Miss. The national
Broom
pundits make too much out Fourth-year
of experienced players when political science
the only experience they have student
is losing. It helps to know the
speed of the game, but at some point talent
surpasses experience on the list of things
you need to win a football game. I’ll take my
chances with the talented new guys over the
experienced losers.

2

Will someone please check MSU
quarterback Michael Henig’s birth
certificate?
Henig is listed at 6-foot, 185 lbs, and
that is being generous. He is so small that
defensive ends can’t decide whether to tackle
him or change his diaper and let him burp.
For his career, he has completed 61-of139 passes for a Ryan Leaf-in-San-Diegoesque 43.9-percent completion percentage
while throwing two touchdowns and six
interceptions. Wow. I know I’m impressed.
Somewhere, Peyton Manning is looking
over his shoulder.
While all sources in Starkville say he
has made strides this offseason, when your
completion percentage is only slightly higher
than the chance of rain in the Atacama
desert on any given day, there is no where to
go but up.

3

Will Stanley Doughty contribute
to USC’s inexperienced defensive line?

Stanley Dought y went from “USC’s
most likely defensive player to become a
household name by the end of the season”
to “USC’s most likely defensive player to eat
himself off the depth chart” in a matter of
weeks. After reporting to camp overweight,
Doughty has seen his time working with the
first-team defense dwindle down to nothing,
and he is not listed as one of USC’s top-four
interior defensive linemen.
With the departure of defensive tackle
Chris Tucker, Doughty MUST play, if only
to continue the tradition of the fat-man
dance after every big play. Nothing makes
me smile more than seeing a 315-pound
man skipping around like a schoolgirl after
sacking a quarterback. Nothing.

4

At what point in the game will
fans realize Blake Mitchell has actually
started the game and not Chris Smelley?
Believe it or not, Blake Mitchell is the
starting quarterback at the University of
South Carolina. With all the press freshman
Chris Smelley has been getting, I thought
maybe you had forgotten. I’m all for Smelley
having a fantastic career at USC and winning
a lot of games, but Mitchell has quietly had
one of the most solid offseasons of any of the
Gamecocks and is positioning himself to
become a top-notch SEC quarterback.

5

How exactly do MSU fans smuggle
cowbells into the stadium?
Are they smuggling them in clothes? Bags?
Parts of the body that I will refrain from
naming? Are these the same people who get
crack into prisons? I don’t understand. Even
after the SEC banned artificial noisemakers,
the cowbells would still magically appear in
the stands.
It’s big. It’s metal. It rings when it moves.
Yet somehow they find a way to sneak them
in. Even though I’m impressed, from what
I’ve heard of Starkville, maybe some people
sneak them in by wearing them around their
necks just like every other day.

